
 

 

Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a righteous life.  Proverbs 16:31 

THE HEIDELBRIEF 

Tis the Season of Gray 
How quickly we go from the holiday 
of red and green to a season of drab. 
 
Rev. Chuck Muether, Director of Advancement  

January, 2019 News from Heidelberg Theological Seminary 

Studen t Kei th  Dubuc  is an OPC rul ing  e lder    
 

   With all the pretty miniature lights that adorned many a 

Christmas tree put away, we have entered a new year that 

begins with color swatches between black and white.  Every 

once in a while, the sky will defy the winter mandate with an 

array of robust blue, but for the most part if you are not 

living in a southern region, you will see for the first three 

months plenty of dull gray expanse.  

   Gray gets a bad rap not just for its lackluster identity, but 

also for the color’s association with age, although the Bible 

does speak of gray hair as a crown of 

glory.  

But what is most troublesome with 

gray is when it connotes compromise, 

especially theological compromise.  

   For years evangelical churches have sought 

commonality (gray areas) with the world in an effort 

to make their fellowships more people-friendly and 

less theologically divisive. Statistics from Pew 

Research studies have shown that where the church 

is not strongly identified with their historical dogma 

and confessions, membership dwindles.  

   Fellowshipping in the gray is unsustainable because 

anything apart from the truth is false. While it might 

appear attractive to have an inclusive outreach by 

dulling doctrinal sharp edges, the graying of the lines 

diminishes our only comfort. (continued on p. 3) 
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Life in Christ 
Dr. Maynard Koerner, President of Heidelberg Seminary 

   “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes 
in Him who sent Me has everlasting life”  (John 5:24a). 
 
What will life be like in in 2019?  
 
   This is a question likely on our minds as we begin the 
new year.  To give a proper answer, we need to first ask 
another question:  have you heard and believe the words 
of Christ which lead to everlasting life? 
 
   Jesus said the words of John 5 after he had healed an 
individual who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
After being told by Jesus to pick up his bed and walk, the 
invalid listened and did just that. 
 
   In the same way Jesus tells us to listen to His Word and 
have eternal life. Eternal life comes from Jesus through 
hearing the Word of God.  Central to the Word of God is 
the promise of eternal life. The Father sent the Son to 
provide that life. 
 
   Those words provide the confidence we need as we 
face the new year. We do not know what will come 
tomorrow. In fact, tomorrow is promised to no one.  So 
what then will you invest in 2019? With the short time 
you sojourn on this earth, what will you hold dear? 
 
   To have life in Jesus is the only life that really matters.  
And it is only by the Son of God according to His plan 
that there is meaningful life. All else is meaningless and 
vanity. Pursue that which is good, noble, and true. Pursue 
Christ. 

Second Semester Courses 
January 28-May 17 

 
 

• Anthropology  
Dr. Mark Larson,  
Professor of Systematic Theology 
• Greek II  
Dr. Kevin Carroll,  
Professor of Biblical Languages 
• Modern Church History  
Rev. Jay Fluck,  
Professor of Church History 
• Biblical Theology  
Dr. Maynard Koerner,  
Professor of Ministerial Studies 
• Homiletics I & II  
Dr. Maynard Koerner,  
Professor of Ministerial Studies 
 
Courses are available for audit.  Anyone 
interested should contact Administrative 
Assistant, Mr. Kevin Te Slaa 605-271-8987 or 
Dr. Maynard Koerner at 605-595-5850. 

 “And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.”       
                               –1 Timothy 6:8 
As Christians, we are called to live a life of contentment.          
We must learn from the Spirit of God through the Word of God 
to be content with the basic necessities of life, as the Apostle Paul 
teaches in 1 Timothy 6:8. If we don’t learn to be satisfied with 
little, we will never be content with much. Contentment is a   
great virtue–it beautifies the Christian life like flowers in front of 
a house. To be content is to say with the psalmist: “The Lord is 
my Shepherd, I shall not want.” In other words, the Lord supplies 
for all my needs and therefore I have no lack of necessary things 
because the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, cares for me.  

–Rev. Scott Henry, Pastor of Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE.   
                              HTS Class of 2006 
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HTS in the Philippines 
   The students in the Luzon area are gearing up 
for final exams on Anthropology and Medieval 
Church History.   
   They are also diligently working on research 
papers for these courses. We are excited about 
the new groups of students in the Mindanau 
area.   
   One of the groups meets in the city of Loreto. 
The past several weeks 5 students plus two 
gentlemen auditing have been getting together 
regularly to watch videos on Prolegomena and 
Ancient Church History.   
   These are all men who pastor small 
independent churches.  They have a strong 
desire to grow in their understanding of the 
work of the ministry and in particular of the 
Reformed faith. 
   Even as the students have begun working on 
these two courses, there is a need for them to 
have access to textbooks.  
   The seminary will be obtaining a set of books 
for each of the students and shipping them in 
the very 
near future. 
 

(continued from page 1)  

   The Heidelberg Catechism speaks of a bold comfort in 

Lord’s Day 1 as that which “I, with body and soul, both in life 

and in death, am not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus 

Christ, who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sins, 

and redeemed me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me 

that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from 

my head; indeed that all things must work together for my salvation. 

Wherefore by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life and 

makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live unto Him.”  

   There is nothing gray in the sovereign work of our triune 

God that guarantees our comfort. Why then do evangelical 

churches and many seminaries offer methodologies and 

strategies geared toward personal empowerment with a little 

help from Jesus? 

   Heidelberg Theological Seminary is a biblical and 

confessional institution that does not get creative with the 

confessions or experiment with exegesis in an effort to 

supplant the Word with grayish hues of compromise. In the 

apologetic course that I taught in the first semester, my 

students and I spent considerable time examining how 

classical, evidential, and presuppositional apologists define 

“common ground” between the church and the world. And 

while every person has the sense of deity within and is 

without excuse, there is no neutrality or gray space from 

which the believer and unbeliever can perceive truth as 

brute facts, void of the Master Creator.  

As an M.Div. graduate, D.Min. student, 

and occasional instructor, I am thankful 

for the board and professors of HTS 

who have taught and continue to teach 

that all belongs to God, the One who 

created and continues to sustain. Should 

the Lord tarry and Heidelberg Seminary 

continue its faithful service, may this 

institution turn gray only in wisdom and 

stature. 



 

 

 

Heidelberg Theological Seminary 

Thank you to all who financially gave to the 

seminary in 2018. While we did not quite 

meet our budget for the year, we came very 

close thanks to your generosity. We praise our 

God for your prayers and support.   

  

7301 S. Louise Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

HTS D.MIN. PROGRAM 
DM 850 Ecclesiastical Office and Ministry Today  
is being offered to ordained ministers.  
January 14-18 at the Sioux Falls campus.  
Contact Dr. Koerner for more information at 
605.595.5850. 

 


