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In describing his and his comrades’ service for the 

Kingdom of God, the Apostle Paul uses words such as 

afflicted, perplexed, persecuted and struck down. 

Paul’s image points to contrast between their outward 

troubles and the inward strength God gave to 

persevere in fulfilling the charge entrusted to them. 

“We are afflicted in every way” he says, “but not 

crushed.”  Although “perplexed” but not driven in 

“despair.” “They are persecuted but not forsaken” and 

“stuck down, but not destroyed” ( Verses 8-10). These 

series of adversaries illustrate how 

the divine power seen in the life 

and service of Paul to Christ’s 

Church.  In spite of being “hard 

pressed” nonetheless, he is not 

“crushed”; he is “perplexed,” 

but not in “despair,” and so on. Paul’s not 

being shattered and disheartened by his 

circumstances, suffering or persecution, is 

based solely on God’s sustaining power and 

ability to keep him in the midst of all his 

troubles.  

He said, “But we have this treasure in jars of 

clay, to show that the surpassing power 

belongs to God and not to us.” Paul carried his 

“treasure” in a jar of clay to show and ensure 
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The gospel witness is exploding in the 
Philippines.  We are so thankful for the 
support of individuals and churches toward 
equipping Heidelberg Seminary to train men 
for ministry in this part of God’s world. In the 
maps above, you can see the centers of church 
activity and training.  Dr. Koerner will be 
returning to the Philippines in the summer of 
2019 to teach Biblical Theology, Homiletics, 
and Hermeneutics. Previously Rev. Travis 
Grassmid taught counseling and Dr. Koerner 
taught Reformed Worship and Prolegomena.  
                 
 

that his confidence is not based on his own person and 

cleverness but rather on God and God alone. Paul also 

draws a second contrast between what these earthly 

troubles feel like right now and what they will look like 

in the life to come (Verses 11- 14). 

 The reason why Paul perseveres in serving Christ 

notwithstanding the many adversities that engulf him, is 

his knowledge that the God who raised the Lord Jesus 

from the dead will also raise him with Jesus. What 

drives Paul therefore, no matter what circumstances he 

is in, is his assurance of the blessedness that he will have 

in the future. 

The empty grave was Paul’s solid foundation for trusting 

God’s sovereignty, love and power for the future despite 

the suffering of the present. It is the resurrection of 

Christ that gives him the confident hope needed to 

persevere as he suffers.  

Indeed, there is a very big difference between the agony 

we face in this present darkness and the happiness we 

will experience forever in the brightness of God’s 

everlasting glory. 

Serving the Lord is not really easy, especially when you 

are confronted with many challenges and difficulties – 

challenges and difficulties of overwhelming 
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A Deep Gratitude to Serve 
One of the great privileges I have 
enjoyed as a professor and now as a 
president of the seminary is to see how 
students grow in their knowledge of God 
and their commitment to serve. 
 
The partnership between our professors 
and mentors Pastors Nap Narag,         
Vic Bernalis, Edmund Delos Reyes, and 
many others, has been a blessing. The 
response of the students has been 
incredible. There is a profound sense of 
gratitude and humility within the HTS-
Philippine student body. These men, 
who have taken up the call to be trained 
as future Ministers of the Word, 
appreciate the support of our churches 
who have taken up offerings toward 
their training. Their gratitude is evident 
in their dedication to study and 
enthusiasm to serve the church.  
 
I continue to marvel as more and more 
men have come forward to inquire 
about the program and desire to take 
classes. How the Reformed faith is 
growing in a country that has been 
religiously impoverished! 
 
So again thank you friends of the 
seminary for your faithful giving! 
 
 –Dr. Maynard Koerner 
 

ministry opportunities which carry enormous 

responsibility, challenges and difficulties about health 

issues, cares about ministries and their needs, 

denominational tasks and many other concerns that 

unexpectedly occur and are really hard to resist. But 

what is it that motivates us to persevere in serving the 

Lord despite all the challenges and difficulties that we 

encounter as we serve our great King and Lord? It is the 

impact that it brings to other people’s lives.  

Paul keeps serving the Lord, through the ministry of the 

gospel because he knows that God’s glory is displayed 

through his ministry (Verse 15). Moreover, Paul keeps 

serving the Lord, through the ministry of the gospel 

because as he said; “Though our outer self is wasting 

away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this 

light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to 

the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen” 

(verse 16).  

As Paul has grown to trust God to sustain him under the 

“weight” of his afflictions, he also comes to see the 

“weight” of the glory that is in store for him which is far 

beyond comparison to that of his affliction (Verse 17).  

Thus, in view of the incomparable glory that will be his in 

the future, Paul no longer focuses on the momentary 

things of the present, that is, the suffering and adversity 

he encounters in this world (Verse 18). Instead, he 

focuses on the unseen things to come on his growing and 

participation in the image of God culminating in his final 

transformation into God’s likeness as manifested in 

Christ.  

Christ has done so much for us, far more abundantly 

than all that we ask and imagine, according to the power 

at work within us. I thank God for the service we can do 

in the training of future pastors with this Pauline 
conviction through Heidelberg Seminary–Philippines.  



 

 

 

Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
7301 S. Louise Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

It is an undeniable fact that since HTS started, opportunities after opportunities were 
overwhelmingly opened for the growth of Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church 
ministry. HTS was indeed very instrumental in making POCRC be known and in bringing 
Churches and individuals to its fold. To this, we give glory to our God who has done all these 
wonderful things to his Church. In connection to this, we appeal to you esteemed brothers and 
friends to please pray and consider supporting HTS ministry in the Philippines. I know that Dr. 
Maynard Koerner is doing lots of hard work to provide for the need of the ministry of HTS here in 
the Philippines. May we all join our hearts and efforts together with him for this great work of the 
Kingdom. Please pray too for POCRC and its leadership that the Lord will continue to give them 
wisdom and use them to fulfill the demand of this gospel work. We implore you too, to please pray 
for the increasing needs of the growing ministry of POCRC. With only three Pastors and one very 
committed Elder, in its leadership, the task is indeed awesome for us, so we hugely covet your 
prayers and your partnership with us.  Pastor Nap Narag  
 


