
 

 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
           Romans 14:11 

THE HEIDELBRIEF 
Celebrating Our Confession 

Dr. Lee Johnson, Pastor and HTS Board Member 

May, 2019 News from Heidelberg Theological Seminary 

   Four hundred years ago, in 1618, the Reformed churches of the  

world gathered at the Synod of Dort to discuss God, man, and 

salvation.  The result of those discussions and debates was  

codified in the Canons of Dort, consisting of five articles often  

summarized as the acronym TULIP: Total Depravity,  

Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and  

Perseverance of the Saints.  In remembrance of that great event, St. John’s Reformed Church has 

collected these essays explaining the Synod and each of its pronouncements.  Here are excerpts from 400 

Years of the Synod of Dort: The Canon of Dort Still Applicable Today. “A faithful understanding of election 

upholds Jesus Christ as the true author and finisher of our salvation.  

Arminianism denies election by redefining it to be dependent not upon the 

character of God but upon ourselves.  The Arminian controversy put the very 

glory of God at stake.   As the Orthodox Presbyterian Church theologian, 

Loraine Boettner, summarizes, ‘…salvation is ABSOLUTELY AND SOLELY OF 

GRACE.’ The delegates to the Synod of Dort, scripturally and pastorally, laid 

out a logical progression of facts that attest to the truth of election and that give 

all the glory to God” (Johnson,  “An Overview of the First Head of Doctrine”). 
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	  	  	  Adjunct Professor of Systematics and New Testament, Rev. J.P. Mosley 

also contributes in the book: “Have you ever wondered why Christ had to 

be conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary? Why 

couldn’t Christ simply have shown up and went to the cross? Why 

conception, birth, and full life? The answer is seen with this doctrine we 

are considering in this chapter. Jesus was conceived, born, and lived a full 

life because you have and continue to do so sinfully. Jesus had to be conceived to save you at your 

conception. Jesus had to be born because you were born in sin. I believe you get the idea. There is no 

square inch of your life that Jesus Christ’s blood does not cover. From conception to the grave, Christ’s 

blood covers your sin” (Mosley, “Total Depravity”).  

    Visiting HTS Professor and City Seminary Sacramento Professor of Historical Theology, 

 Dr. Frank Walker weighs in on conversion: “In the Canons of Dort, the third and fourth heads of 

doctrine [corruption and conversion] are combined into a single chapter. While this may sound a little 

strange to a first-time reader, his curiosity quickly turns into bewilderment when he realizes that the 

two heads of doctrine are not only merged together, they are also intermingled throughout the chapter. 

   “Yet, this odd structure of the Canons of Dort is not completely without reason. How can we speak 

properly of man’s conversion and how it’s accomplished without simultaneously examining the 

condition from which he is converted? Indeed, the true depravity of fallen man’s condition makes his 

conversion nothing less than remarkable. As a result of the fall, man has involved himself “in blindness 

of mind, horrible darkness, vanity, and perverseness of judgment” (3/4:1). In other words, unregenerate 

sinners are completely alienated from the life of God” (Walker, “Conversion”). 

   Other contributors include Rev. Jim West, Professor of Pastoral Theology at City Seminary Sacramento 

and Rev. Matthew Powell, Pastor of Christ Reformed Church of Casper. The book is available at 

Amazon, and for a limited time, can be purchased at the HTS information table at the RCUS Synod.    

How’s your handling of the original languages? 
 

Do you find yourself too dependent on language tools? 
Do you want to go back to those post-seminary days  

when you finally were able to translate  
Hebrew and Greek without a lot of sweat? 

 
Pastors, join us in August for a weeklong language course  

that is geared to help get back your reading and translating skills. 
 

Email Dr. M. Koerner for more details. (mkoerner@heidelbergseminary.org) 
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So What Is This 
Philippines Program? 

Dr. Maynard Koerner, HTS President 

   HTS has developed a specific program for 
students in the Philippines.  Upon completion of 
the program, the students will receive a Master 
of Theological Studies. 
   The program includes a total of 28, 3-credit 
hours courses.  This curriculum is designed to 
prepare the students to serve the Pearl of the 
Orient Covenant Reformed Church as pastors. 
   For some of the students it will be simply good 
training to serve as elders or in other capacities. 
It is also possible that if students in addition to 
the above complete courses in the biblical 
languages on their own, and take one or more 
additional courses from HTS, that they could 
earn an M.Div. 
   The students will complete the course work in 
the following manner: 
 
1.  A professor from the seminary will teach two 
courses in an intensive mode each summer. 
 
2.  In addition students will meet in local groups 
to watch lectures of video recorded courses 
provided by HTS.  Professors of these courses 
maintain some contact with each group as they 
progress through the course.  The students will 
also need to meet the standard requirements of 
examinations and research papers, which will be 
graded accordingly. 
 
3.  In between courses taught each summer, the 
students meeting in their groups will complete 
an additional two courses each fall, one each 
winter and two each spring.   So with the two 
courses each summer, they will be taking a total 
of seven each year and be able to complete the 
curriculum in four years. 
 
4.  Currently there have been three learning 
centers, with 20 students.  This spring, a number 
of men have asked to join the program from 
different locations throughout the Philippines. 
 
   I will be meeting with these men in June, and 
the potential is there that we will be adding 
additional study centers.   

   There is a very real possibility of a total of nine 
centers with over 50 students. 
   The Philippines is divided into three areas or 
Island groups, in the north is Luzon, in the South 
is Mindanao, and in the middle is Visayas, which 
is made up of several smaller islands.  
 
(continued	  on	  next	  page)	  



 

   

We still need your support! 
With just a click on the front page of the HTS website, you can now support 
training men for the gospel ministry. Your gift has immediate and eternal 
significance because it directly goes to the operating expenses of equipping men 
for the spreading of good news that leads to salvation. The digitalized giving is 
convenient and secure.  

 

   Presently we have had two study centers in Luzon, and two in Mindanao. Plans are to add two study 
centers in Luzon, one in Visayas, and two in Mindanao, bringing the total to nine study centers with 55 
students. The current student centers in Luzon are:  Bulacan and Pangasinan, and in Mindanao: Loreto 
and Cagayan de Oro. New centers to be established this summer are: Cabanatuan and Apayao (in 
Luzon), Tagum and Ozamiz City (in Mindanao), and Leyte (in Visayas). 
 
   Previous courses which have been taught in the summer intensive classes: 
Summer 2017 Reformed Worship and Prolegomena (Dr. Koerner); 
Summer 2018 Pastoral Counseling and General Epistles and Revelation (Rev. Travis Grassmid); 
Summer 2019 Biblical Theology and a combined Homiletics/Hermaneutics in Bagio City Theology and 
Reformed Worship in Cagayan de Oro Biblical (Dr. Koerner). 
 
   Students who have been with the program from the beginning have completed the following courses 
in addition to those mentioned above:  Doctrine of God, Doctrine of Man, Ancient Church History, and 
are currently working on Medieval Church History and Christology. 

Contribute $100.00 or more and we will send 
you Seth Koerner's latest CD release as our 
gift for your generous support. Seth is an 
accomplished songwriter and singer, and he 
is the son of our seminary president,  
Dr. Maynard Koerner. 


