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As I reflect on my recent trip to the Philippines, there are a number of thoughts 
which come to mind. The experience was both richly rewarding and a real struggle.  
Dealing with long flights, extreme heat, different food, along with a very taxing 
teaching schedule is not at all easy. Yet, I have found that to be able to teach 
Reformed doctrine to men who are hungry for this training and to develop a close 
relationship with these students make the trip very worthwhile.   
 
The dominant thought, which keeps coming back to me, is the stark contrast of 
experiencing a totally different world. It is an amazing thing to think about 
stepping into an airplane and 20 hours later being on the other side of the world, 
but it is even more amazing to think about the world that we live in and the world the people in places like 
the Philippines live in. There is a sharp contrast in reality, a contrast, which cannot really be explained, but 
can only be experienced. 
 
I was in the Philippines from June 13 through July 2. The first full week I taught two intensive courses in 
Baguio City, with 26 students in class.  For a number of these students, this was the third time that they were 
in the classroom with professors from Heidelberg Seminary delivering the lectures. I taught two courses in 
2017, Professor Travis Grassmid taught two courses in 2018, and now in 2019, I again taught two courses. 
During the interim between these classes, the students have been receiving lectures on additional courses by 

means of distance learning (electronically recorded lectures).  
 
The courses, which I taught this year during the first week, were Biblical Theology and a 
combination Hermeneutics/Homiletics course. The students who have been with the 
program from the beginning have now completed more then 50% of the curriculum. They 
will again be taking courses through distance learning until a professor returns in 2020. 
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(continued from previous page.) 
 
During the past year, there has been growing interest in this 
program provided by HTS, leading to a number of additional 
students joining the program. This has also led to the 
establishment of study centers located in a number of different 
places throughout the Philippines. As students take courses via 
distance learning video modules, they meet in groups to watch the 
lectures, discuss the material and study together. HTS also 
provides some textbooks for the students and in some cases covers 
the expenses for travel and meals. 
 
Due to the large number of students, it was determined to hold 
classes at two locations. Baguio City, where the first class was 
held, is located in the northern area of the Philippines called 
Luzon.  The class taught during the second week was in the 
southern area called Mindanao in the City of Cagayan de Oro.   
 
The makeup of the second class was different, as most of the 
students were new to the program and are currently pastors of 
independent churches. These men are transitioning towards a 
greater expression of the Reformed faith. For this reason, the 
courses taught during the second week were Biblical Theology 
and Reformed Worship.  Reformed Worship is a foundational 
course which the new students needed. There were 40 students in 
this class. 
 
The men received the instruction with great interest and 
appreciation for the opportunity to learn Reformed doctrine.  
With these developments and the additional students, there will 
now be nine or ten study centers where students will continue to 
study. These centers are located throughout the Philippines, with 
four in Luzon, one in Visayas, and at least four in Mindanao with 
a total of at least fifty students. Some of the study centers are still 
being formed. 
 
The Philippines is largely a Roman Catholic nation. There are 
nearly 105 million people with four-fifths of the population being 
Roman Catholic. Amongst evangelicals, there is a popular 
Pentecostal and prosperity gospel movement. Yet, many find this 
to be unsatisfactory and by means of the Internet and other 
sources find answers to their questions, which then leads them to 
the Reformed faith. 
 
The POCRC, Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church, 
which began about 12 years ago with the help of the RCUS, 
currently has four congregations and three pastors. However, they 
have received considerable interest from many individuals and 
groups.   
 
The primary purpose for the ministerial training program by 
Heidelberg Seminary is to meet the needs of the POCRC to have 
men who are trained to preach the gospel and minister to the 
congregations. This program has already resulted in growth for 
the POCRC. This next month three men will be examined for 
ministry and their congregations received into the POCRC. 
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The churches are small, but they are all doing outreach and 
planting additional churches. This work of outreach is being 
carried out by the students who are being trained by HTS. I am 
told that there are many more inquiries being received beyond 
which current pastors are able to respond. Often it is said that 
when a church plant outgrows its rental space, it’s a wonderful 
problem to have. Well, in the Philippines, we have a wonderful 
problem of not providing enough trained men to meet the demand 
of those wanting to receive the gospel and establish churches.  
   
I have found that there is a general respect for Christianity in the 
Philippines. It is also apparent to me that there is an open door for 
the Reformed faith. Please pray that the work being done in the 
Philippines will bear much fruit, that many churches will be 
planted, and that there will be sufficient men ready to minister the 
Word of God. 
 
The work of HTS in the Philippines is totally dependent upon the 
support received by constituents. Originally the seminary sought 
support for individual students. Many of you responded 
generously, and we are so grateful to you. As things have 
providentially developed, we have discovered that it is more 
efficient to look at receiving support for the different centers 
where students study. If you are interested in supporting the needs 
of these centers, please contact the seminary.  
 
The growing number of interested students is staggering. While 
there will surely be some who are unable to complete the program 
for a number of reasons, and some may not be suited for the 
actual ministry, I am convinced that there is potential for most of 
the students to be used of the Lord in ministry.   
 
While it is very fulfilling to teach these men, what has become 
even more precious to me is the relationships I have established 
with many of them. I consider them not only to be co-laborers in 
the work of the Lord but also very much brothers in the Lord. 
   
In addition to enjoying relationships with the students, I was 
given the privilege to preach the Word of God in Reformed 
churches on four occasions. This provided the opportunity to gain 
a greater sense of our brothers and sisters in the Philippines. 
 
I have a great deal more to tell you about our work in the 
Philippines. Look for a video presentation, which will be made 
available to you in the near future. In future issues of The 
Heidelbrief, I will be introducing more of our Filipino colleagues 
and students.  
 
Allow me to conclude with another word of gratitude. To our 
faithful constituents, thank you for your prayers and financial 
support. Thank you for your kindness in giving to the work in the 
Philippines and here in the States. I praise God for the partnership 
in spreading the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Meet 
Flip Cruz 
 

Mr. Cruz is a 
licentiate 
candidate, 
set to take 
his  licensure 
exams in August.  
He has proven to be a gifted 
student and caring pastor. He desired 
to communicate his gratitude for the 
HTS program. 
 
“I thank the Lord our God for giving us, 
students here in the Philippines, a great 
opportunity and privilege to be trained in 
the knowledge of the truth through 
Heidelberg Theological Seminary. 
 
Coming from a Pentecostal background, I 
was astonished when I came to understand 
how to know God and worship Him by 
His Word through careful and detailed 
lectures in our first HTS class. These took 
me out from my previous background and 
started me to pursue the Reformed faith. It 
has inspired me to continue my training at 
HTS, so I can be equipped in the service to 
our Lord Jesus Christ in His church. 
 
Having started an HTS Learning Center 
in our city (Cabanatuan City), we will 
have more opportunity to raise men to do 
the work of ministry. Soli Deo Gloria!” 
 
Mr. Cruz will serve as a contact  
person for this new learning center 
and will use his gifts to mentor new 
students as he completes his seminary 
degree. 
 



 

  

“Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church is deeply grateful 
to the Lord through the programs of HTS. The seminary has helped 
us grow in doctrine and faith. POCRC began with three obscure 
churches when HTS began its training ministry. Our denomination 
is no longer unknown, but has sparked a significant Reformed 
witness which has spawned an additional organized church and 
seven outreach ministries with seventeen incoming pastors trained 
by HTS. We are growing and the invitations are relentless, as 
different provinces are seeking learning centers as part of the 
seminary program. We covet your prayers and support, and we 
thank our brothers and sisters who give generously to this ministry.” 
            –Ptr. Nap Narag   

I have a question I would like our readers to consider: 
Why should I financially support Heidelberg Theological Seminary? 
We all have numerous opportunities to give to many worthwhile causes.  
HTS is among the many organizations that require the funding from 
individuals and churches in order to operate.   
 
As a grandparent, I wonder about the message of the Church 40 years from 
now. Will it remain biblical in its teaching? The sheep need to hear the 
message of GRACE as taught in the Scriptures and how we are to respond 
to our God and to our neighbor. Reformed Theology is the message that 
HTS boldly declares in the instruction of the next generations of pastors.  

It is easy to forget how the Reformed faith differs from other expressions. We bring nothing to merit 
towards our salvation. Our lives grow out of the gratitude to our Lord and Savior. This is important to us 
today. It is important for the future. Please join with us so that the light of the Scriptures continues to be 
proclaimed from the pulpit until our Lord returns.  –Kevin Te Slaa, Executive Administrator  
 

Support can be made online at:   
https://heidelbergseminary.org/support-hts/  

 
 or by mailing: 
   Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
   7301 South Louise Avenue 
   Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

 


