
 

 

   In this promise of blessings that God spoke to Abraham 
there is a clear indication that His purpose here is to provide 
blessings to people from throughout the earth. Specifically, 
it has a reference to God using His people, His church, as 

the means by which His plan of 
redemption will reach those who do 
not yet know the Lord. 
   When Christ commanded the 
church in Matthew 28:18-20 to make 
disciples of all nations, He is merely 
putting into place what was God’s 
plan from the beginning. God’s 
purpose for calling Abraham and 
blessing Him is that ultimately all the 

families of the earth, all the nations, would come to know 
the plan of redemption.  
   But God is not just announcing this to Abraham, God is 
not just telling us today, that we should be aware that the 
Kingdom of Christ, the Church, will be made up of people 
from every family, every nation. He is telling Abraham that 
it will happen, the people from all the families will hear the 
good news, and it will happen through those who are in the 
church today. By means of the blessing we receive, others 
will be blessed. 
   Be mindful that everything that we are blessed with comes 
to us only by the free grace, the unmerited favor of God 
through Christ. Everything that we have first of all belongs 
to God.   In Psalm 50:10 God claims that the cattle on a 
thousand hills are His.  God does bless His people so that 
they may enjoy life His presence. 
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          “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures forever.”  Ps. 136:1 
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   Being thankful is a basic aspect of what it means to 
trust in Christ for salvation. The idea of setting aside a 
specific time for expressing thankfulness is rooted in the 
Christian faith. It is also a part of our culture, particularly 
in terms of celebrating how the Lord has blessed us not 
only spiritually but also with all of the blessings of life.  
   One of the things which is interesting about our 
tradition of Thanksgiving is that we praise God and 
celebrate His blessings by enjoying those blessings. God’s 
people have often responded to having received great 
blessings from God by means of celebration. 
   I am reminded of what God said about being blessed 
in the call to Abraham in Genesis 12, specifically the last 
portion of verse 3, “in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 
   The blessings are not just for Abraham, the blessings 
are not just for those who have heard the call and 
responded. The blessings go beyond Abraham. While 
God is abundantly gracious, in the promise and the 

provision of blessings, those 
blessings were not just so that 
Abraham could have lots of flocks 
and be rich. There is yet a greater 
purpose, which God has regarding 
the blessings. 
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Alumni Reflections 
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, HTS Alumni President    
 A couple weeks ago, I was overwhelmed by God's kindness 

and provision in my life. This caused me to give thanks to 
God. I was so thankful that He had led me to Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary. He could have sent me anywhere, yet 
He ordained that I would go to a small seminary in South 
Dakota.  

At HTS, I was taught how to address the people of God 
from the pulpit. I was to address them as Christ’s beloved. 
It is not my duty to determine who is saved and who is not 
in the congregation. My duty is to preach the Gospel to 
everyone sitting in the pews, regardless of their spiritual 
condition. If we look at the epistles, Paul wrote to many 
churches with various issues, yet he still addressed them as 
the people of God. (Romans 1:7, 1 Corinthians 1:2, 
Ephesians 1:1) 

Hear the words that Paul spoke to the Ephesian elders at 
Miletus. “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church 
of God, which he obtained with his own blood.” (Acts 20:28) Jesus 
views the church as precious. The church is so precious to 
Him that He was willing to give His life for them. 
Therefore, as a pastor, I am to care for the people of God 
by pointing their faith back to Jesus every Sunday and by 
treating them as Christ’s beloved! Knowing this is just one 
of the many things for which I'm thankful during my rich 
education at HTS. 

   The tradition of Thanksgiving and now the Advent season 
is to celebrate God’s gifts by enjoying them. We do not 
need to feel some sense of guilt because we have 
tremendous blessings. 
   But when God provides blessings beyond living a full life, 
as He does with some, and generally speaking, He clearly 
has done with us in North America, He does not do that 
just so storehouses can be torn down and larger ones built 
to store up more and more riches.   
   All that God does, and all that He provides, has the 
ultimate purpose of carrying out the full plan of redemption, 
the advancement of the Kingdom of Christ. God blesses 
you so that by means of the blessings you receive, those 
who are yet where Abraham was, and we all were at one 
time, might be blessed through us. 
   Are we willing to be used of God as He tells us is His 
purpose for the advancement of the Gospel, the kingdom of 
Christ? As we celebrate our blessings with praise to God let 
us also remember to be a blessing for those who are yet 
apart from the blessing of knowing God.   
 
“Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts 
with praise; Be thankful to Him, and bless His name,  
For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting,  
And His truth endures to all generations.”  Psalm 100:4-5 

Rev. Vic Bernales, Advisor for Heidelberg Theological Seminary–Philippines  

A Thankful Response 
   Heidelberg Theological Seminary (HTS) has been a 
faithful partner to our denomination, the Pearl of the 
Orient Covenant Reformed Church (POCRC), since 2015. 
The seminary has provided a tremendous help for our 
ministers and those who are training in the ministry.  
   Through HTS our theological students and those who 
are already serving churches but lack seminary education 
are testifying that the lessons they are learning from 
various lectures and readings help them a lot in the 
ministry. 
   I remember my recent conversation with one of my 
colleagues in the ministry. He testified that the courses he 
has gone through HTS enabled him better to understand 
the Scripture and to teach it with confidence. His pastoral 
counseling skill was also improved.  
   Stories like this are multiplied to the more than fifty HTS 
students in the Philippines, and most of them are part of 
our denomination. 
   I cannot thank the Lord enough for the blessings He has 
given us through the ministry of HTS here in the 
Philippines.  
   I thank Dr. Maynard Koerner and the seminary board 
for their willingness to extend the work of HTS here in the 
Philippines.  
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I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 
appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word!  
Be ready in season and out of season.   
1 Timothy 4:1-2 

Looking Forward to 
2020 and Beyond 
Mr. Kevin Te Slaa, Executive Administrator 

   Since the founding of Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary in 2003 the 
vision for the seminary has been to 
train men for reformed ministry.  
With this vision, a curriculum was 
developed for a Master of Divinity 
Degree. With a desire to serve the 
church in a more complete way, eventually the Doctor 
of Ministry Program was added. This provides 
opportunity for pastors to continue their education. 
   With the opportunity to train men in the Philippines, a 
Master of Theological Studies has been developed. In 
recent years we have seen considerable growth in the 
number of students taking courses, this is partly due to 
the ability to provide a means for non-resident students 
to virtually be in the classroom through the technology 
of the Internet.   
    With growth we encountered a greater need for 
instructors in addition to Dr. Koerner, who also serves 
as President of the seminary. The seminary is blessed to 
have men who are busy in serving as full time pastors 
well and very capable of also teaching on part time or 
adjunct basis. There are now five part time and three 
adjunct instructors who teach at HTS. 
   In addition to part time and adjunct instructors, the 
Board has approved moving ahead in seeking to appoint 
a second full time professor some time in the next six 
months. The search for a second professor is underway. 
   With the increased need for instructors, the seminary 
determined to find supporters who are willing to make a 
yearly commitment of $2,500 or the amount they 
preferred.  
   Initially there was good response to this need; since 
then the number of committed supporters has grown.  
The seminary is looking to add an additional three 
names to this list of academic supporters.  
   The program to train men in the Philippines has 
grown to where there are not more than sixty students.   
 

   The seminary is asking that the cost of tuition for 
these men, which is less than one half of normal tuition, 
be covered by congregations and individuals who have a 
heart for missions.   
   Training men in the Philippines will provide for 
growth of the Reformed church there. The response to 
providing for tuition for the students in the Philippines 
has been excellent. The seminary is seeking for an 
additional $20,000 in support to meet this need. 
   The Lord has blessed Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary. He has provided for a support community so 
that the needs have been met. We praise God for this 
and thank you for your generous support. We trust that 
you will continue to see the need for this important 
work. Please continue to pray for the seminary and 
prayerfully consider how you might be a part of this 
ministry.  
   
 



 

 

 

Support can be made online at:  
https://heidelbergseminary.org/support-hts/  
 
 

or by mailing:  
   Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
   7301 South Louise Avenue 
   Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
 

As you consider your end-of-year giving, please think of 
the needs of Heidelberg Theological Seminary.      

We have been truly blessed by the prayers and financial 
support of our friends. 

 

Heidelberg THEOLOGICAL Seminary 
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