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It is not possible for the unregenerate person to live the Christian ethic.  
 
What is meant by this statement? It is true that there are many people not claiming to trust in 
Christ who nevertheless live outwardly decent, good, and respectable lives. Not every non-
Christian is a wretch in the category of a Hitler or a Stalin. Many unconverted people are pretty 
decent—faithful to their marriage partner, usually honest in what they say, fairly law abiding 
when it comes to following the speed limit, and so on. The Bible does not dispute the fact that 

there are unsaved people who are capable of doing social 
good. The unregenerate though are not capable of living 
the Christian ethic. Its demands are too high, and they 
require the grace of the Holy Spirit in regeneration and 
sanctification. 
 
We may put it this way: the unbeliever is able to do bad 
good works, but he is not able to do good good works. 
What do we mean by this? Good good works have four 
characteristics. First, they arise out of the life of the 
person who has true faith. Second, they conform to the 
law of God. Third, they are done for the honor and glory 
of God in terms of their motive, and fourth, they require 
the grace and enablement of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Bad good works have only one point of overlap with the previous four characteristics. The person who 
does social good conforms his outward actions to the moral law of God. It has long been recognized 
that “works done by unregenerate men” as to “the matter of them . . . may be things which God 
commands” and may be “of good use both to themselves and others” (Westminster Confession of Faith 
XVI.7). But the unsaved person does not have true faith in Christ, he is not properly motivated (acting 
out of love for God), and he does not have the saving activity of the Spirit of God in his life. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,  

think about these things. (Phil. 4:8)   
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(continued from previous page) 
 
This is the difference then between the unregenerate and the regenerate. There is, however, a major point of continuity 
between the believer and the unbeliever—neither person is able to do saving good. Neither the Christian nor the 
unconverted is able to save himself on the basis of his own goodness—whether we are talking about mere social good 
or real spiritual good. Scripture is adamant at this point: man cannot save himself from sin or its dreadful consequences, 
eternal damnation. 
 
In light of such a solemn reality, we truly rejoice in the good news 
given by the angel to Joseph concerning Mary: “She will bear a Son; 
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
God calls His people to come before Him in the most intimate way  
and to worship Him. This theme, presented in Psalm 95 and throughout  
Scripture, was the guiding principle for the DM820 Effective Worship 
course taught at Heidelberg Seminary, January 21 through 24.  
 
Six RCUS pastors gathered to study the Reformed practice of worship.  
This is part of the DMin program at Heidelberg Seminary that 
provides the important need of ongoing education for ministers. 
These men were joined by one minister, Vic Bernales, from the Pearl 
of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church of the Philippines and one 
MDiv student sat in on the class. 
 
I had the privilege to teach the weeklong intensive course, examining 
the biblical principles which underlie the practice and approach 
practiced in Reformed churches. Understanding exactly what worship 
is and how it is to be practiced is vitally important in the life of the  
church today. There are many influences which have affected the  
thinking of worshippers today.  
 
The answer to what might appear as innovative practices should not 
always be that we are not interested in anything new, but to examine if 
the practices are biblical, that is, how do they measure up against the 
regulative principle of worship of God’s Word? A faithful church 
should always be ready to reexamine its practices and as with any 
aspect of our service to God be ready to seek ways to improve.  
  
The challenge which pastors face today is not to assume that the 
members faithfully sitting in church each Lord’s Day are well informed 
on what the bible teaches regarding worship. There is a need to teach 
continuously these principles and to remind ourselves why we do what 
we do. 
 
As the class worked its way through the Scripture guided by the principle that God calls His people to meet with Him, 
two important questions stood out. How can a holy God meet with sinful people? And, when we realize what is really 
taking place in worship, how can we not have a deep sense of celebration when we do meet with God? 
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Strengthening Pastors in Their 
Ministry 
Dr. Maynard A. Koerner, HTS President and Director of Doctorate 
Program 
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The important thing here is to observe what is involved in Old Testament worship and how it 
transitions into New Testament worship. The picture of worship in Hebrews 10 and 12 and then 
looking at Revelation 21 and seeing what worship will be like someday can only heighten the 
experience of meeting with God today. 
 
The class was encouraged to meet the challenges of properly understanding and appreciating 
worship in today’s context of very popular man-centered worship. It is the conviction of the 
instructor of this class that we do not need to compromise our principles for worship and yet 
have the experience of worship in a faithful Reformed church be a true celebration with a real expression of joy in the 
good news of salvation. 
 
Being able to refresh our understanding of basic teaching of Scripture is both helpful and encouraging for pastors who 
can get bogged down with the pressure and busyness of the ministry. Just being able to spend a few days with fellow 
pastors is also a great source of encouragement. 
 
HTS considers it a great honor to provide this important ministry to advance the Kingdom of Christ. May God bless 
the pastors and may congregations truly know the joy of worship. 
 

Moral goodness includes conformity to the moral law of God who 
makes known his moral demands in two ways. In the first place, the 
fundamental moral requirements of God are revealed to all people; 
God writes his moral expectations upon the hearts of all. The work 
of the law is even written upon the heart of the person who has 
absolutely no contact with biblical teaching—Romans 2:14-15: “For 
when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in 
the law, these, although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 
who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves 
their thoughts accusing or else excusing them.” Paul’s declaration in this passage is that the works that the law 
demands—such as kindness with respect to others—are written upon the inner man by the Creator. This inward law is 
called the lex naturalis, the natural law. 
 
There is a second way in which God reveals his moral requirements to the human race. The divine expectations are also 
given to mankind by means of special revelation. This is called the lex divinitatis, the divine law. Here we may think of 
the moral principles that God revealed to Israel at Mount Sinai, which are carried forward into the New Testament era 
in the law of Christ. The fundamental moral obligations that are imposed upon us include these mandates: giving honor 
to father and mother; protecting human life; faithfulness to one’s spouse in the covenant relationship of marriage; 
respecting the private property of other people and therefore not stealing from them; not bearing false witness against 
another person; and other principles as well—Galatians 6:2: “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ.” 
 
Core moral principles supernaturally revealed by God in the period of the Old Testament are reflected in the 
Decalogue, but we should remember that the prophets also unveiled moral standards from God. Micah 6:8 is most 
helpful in that it informs us as to the real essence of the moral order: “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” We are to 
show two things in the way that we interact with people: justice (mishpat) and steadfast love (hesed). 
 
The nuance reflected in these two traits is somewhat different. When we deal with justice with people, we are fair in our 
dealings with them. We treat them with respect. This indeed is what the seventh commandment demands: we are to 
treat the marriage relationship of another couple with respect. 

Revealed Moral Standards 
 Dr. Mark J. Larson, Professor of Systematic Theology 



 

 

 

We are now moving headlong into 2020 here at HTS.  The faithful support we 
received with end of year giving is providing a positive approach to the new year.  
Once again we want to express our thanks to the many faithful supporters.  Your 
desire to give toward the work of training pastors for the ministry will provide for 
the future of the Church.  

January has already been busy.  An intensive course in the MDiv Program on 
Evangelism and Mission was taught during the week of January 13-17. The 
following week HTS begin the 2nd round of courses for the DMin Program, as  
Dr. Koerner taught a course on Reformed Worship.  It was particularly exciting 
to have pastor Vic Bernales from the Philippines in the class.  Pastors were 

challenged to lead congregations to have a more complete sense as to what worship truly is. We continue to receive 
very positive reports from the Philippines with more and more students interested in the HTS ministerial program.  

Even as the Lord has faithfully provided for this seminary over the years we are confident as we move forward.       
We rely on the support of God’s people as we seek to build for the future.  May God faithfully provide.                                                        

          –Kevin Te Slaa, Executive Administrator  

Support can be made online at:   
https://heidelbergseminary.org/support-hts/  
 
 or by mailing: 
   Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
   7301 South Louise Avenue 
   Sioux Falls, SD 57108 
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To the male, the mandate is that he is to leave that particular woman alone, for she is bound to her husband by 
covenant. We see the same thing in the eighth commandment. The private property of an individual belongs to him or 
her—not to you! Keep your hands off it! God is saying that we are to respect the labor of the person who earned the 
money to buy that particular item. 
 
Love is a bit different than justice. Love is more proactive. It causes us to reach toward people with a helping hand. 
What is utterly amazing is the statement of Jesus: “Love your enemies” (Matthew 5:44).  We need to remember that 
this is what God does in common grace: “He makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
just and the unjust” (Matthew 5:45). Even more amazing than the universal divine benevolence is the love of God for 
us expressed at Calvary: “When we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). 
This reality has enormous implications for Christian ethics. The apostle John reasons this way: “In this is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:10-11). 


