
 

 

 

Keep Your Present Close, but Your Past Closer  
 Rev. Chuck Muether, Director of Advancement 

April, 2020 News from Heidelberg Theological Seminary 

“Keep your friends close, but your enemies closer” is the memorable line from the 1972 film, The Godfather 
Part 2. These days I would tweak that to be “Keep your present close, but your past closer.” That may not 
be quite biblically on par for what we are called to do, or as the apostle says, “forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Phil. 3:13). So let me explain further. In my research for my 
dissertation, I have pored over many a Reformed Church in the United States Almanac and Yearbook 

thanks to my good friend and ministerial colleague Rev. Jay Fluck, who gave me unfettered access to his library.  And 
from my research, I am convinced that the once mighty 300,000+ member-strong RCUS, reduced to about a one 
percent remnant, has a past that should remain close to 
every member’s heart today.     
 
Reading endless obituaries and portraits of ministers and 
seminary professors from the mid-1800’s to the roaring 
twenties and through the RCUS merger, it seemed like I 
had been transported to earlier eras, mingling with 
alumni of Heidelberg College at Tiffin, OH, Franklin 
and Marshall College of Lancaster, PA (housing 
Mercersburg Seminary), Lancaster Seminary, Central 
Seminary of Dayon, OH, Mission House of Plymouth, 
WI, and a slew of others. And as I got to know these numerous characters, the Evans, Dorschels, Dreisbachs, 
Schaeffers, Kershners, and so many more, dead churchmen whose lifeworks are truncated one-inch 7 point font bios in 
yellowed RCUS Almanacs, I was struck by how the dead have been forgotten, but how true faith remains even through 
theological implosion that ended up defining these once formidable RCUS institutions.  
 
Anyone who is acquainted with German Reformed history will know something about the language conflicts, liturgical 
storms, theological battles, and ultimately the merger, which left the small but faithful remnant the denominational 
moniker, but more importantly through dramatic membership subtraction, God preserved orthodoxy to another 
generation of catechumens.  
 
My interest in tracing the developments of the higher education within the complete history of the RCUS, 
is seeing how God increased, decreased, and renewed the church in part through collegiate and theological 
training. My motives are selfish; ultimately, I want to see Heidelberg Theological Seminary grow as a 
faithful institution that will remain for generations and not become another theological school that started 
off biblically sound but then left its Reformed moorings.  
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Yes, I understand there may be those who would argue that a theological school is only so solid for a generation or 
two until the voices behind the lectern and in the institutional journals get antsy for theological innovation. There is 

reason for skepticism, for history has proven that once conservative seminaries drift as cultural 
norms shift.  
 
But the dead alumni of past RCUS seminaries still speak. While they are long gone and their 
respective theological institutions have either radically changed or no longer exist, many left a 
faithful deposit to the next generation. This is obviously not the case with every preacher as the 
RCUS struggled to maintain her confessional identity, preferring a more theological progressive 
path in merging with another denomination. The few, however, spiritually thrived on the 
orthodoxy they were taught. Rev. Constantine Walenta was one such churchman. He was a 
simple preacher who died at the age of 51 from complications of pneumonia in 1929; he 

graduated from Mission House Seminary in 1902, and then served two charges. Like most, he was not a famous 
theologian nor was he anything remotely like the Reformed celebrity preachers of our day, but he did something 
worthy of his office–he simply preached and pastored as he was taught, and his alma mater indeed faithfully 
instructed him.  
 
Theological education goes astray every time when professors are more interested in their own version of waltzing 
the conference stage and being heralded for their trailblazing than humbly submitting to the ultimate standard of 
God’s truth. At Heidelberg Theological Seminary, we have no interest in producing rock star podcasters or scholars 
whose interest lies solely in academia. We want to train future pastors and we want to train them well.   
 
To do that, we who labor in the churches and in theological schools and we who support these institutions must pray 
for God’s blessing today and in the future, and we must remember our past. We must keep past lessons close to us in 
our maintaining a solid biblical and theological education for the next generation of preachers. The Heidelberg 
Catechism asks, “What does God require in the fourth commandment?” And the first part of the answer states, “In 
the first place, God wills that the ministry of the Gospel and schools be maintained” (LD 38, Q&A 103). Thus, it is 
our duty and privilege to preserve the purity of Gospel proclamation by properly maintaining our schools.   

 
  
 
 

There are various ways one can go about sharing the Gospel. There are 
models of on-the-street personal evangelism. These are helpful to 
prepare a person for sharing the Gospel to strangers and for simply 
getting the Gospel to people. We must keep in mind that the entire 
purpose is to make disciples and not converts. So, simply getting 

someone to say they believe in Jesus is truly not enough. We must see them in 
church, becoming a member, and receiving all the means of grace, which accompany the 
Gospel ministry. 
 
One could also open their homes through genuine hospitality. In other words, we could simply be friendly neighbors 
inviting those in our communities over for dinner, having them witness what a Christian table looks like, and allow 
them to see and hear the Scripture, discussions, and prayers that accompany the meals. One could also open their 
homes up to informal Bible studies. This is the host inviting someone over for the study of a book of the Bible or 
other works of Christian literature. This does take some preparation and study, but it is fruitful, and this does make 
disciples. One could begin this process with inviting someone over for a movie, for games, for coffee, or for other 
ways of attracting their attention. But they must be sincere. People can pick up on when someone is only trying to 
talk to them in order to force their religion upon them.  
 
We must be careful to show the same compassion Jesus showed when He saw the crowds that were hungry. We must 
be willing to feed people first, and then give them the Gospel. We must be willing to serve their physical needs as well 
as their spiritual needs.  
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Missions and Evangelism Pt. 2 
 Rev. J.P. Mosley, Professor of Systematic Theology and Biblical Studies 
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Again, we must keep in mind the goal of evangelism is to see Christ’s church grow with those who were lost. The goal 
is to see sinners saved. The goal is to see the kingdom advance. The goal is to make disciples of all the nations, 
including our own. 
  
Evangelism is not meant to be scary or a burden. Evangelism must come second nature to us. It is as simple as sharing 
our love for the Lord Jesus Christ. We are willing to share how our favorite sports teams are doing. We are willing to 
talk about what our politicians are saying. Some of us are also willing to talk and debate our favorite theological point or 
points. We must also be willing to share with others the love we have for Jesus Christ and show the desire to have them 
join in with those who bare His name. May we all take this call to make disciples as a call to share the love we have for 
Christ.  
 

We Need Not Fear the Dangers of this Life: 
Christ Is with Us–Christ is in Control 
 Dr. Kevin Carroll, Professor of Biblical Languages 
 
Fears. We all have them. Many times, the 
unpredictable nature of life can leave us 
uncertain and at times fearful. We wonder, is 
God really in control? Is He really watching 
over His people?  Fear can be crippling but it 
need not be in the life of the believer. We 
look at Psalm 121 written by a fearful man 
and see how he found comfort in the midst 
of his fears and doubts. 
 
We live in a dangerous world! There are all 
sorts of things to worry about and this psalm lists several types of danger. One of them is physical danger. In verse 1, 
the psalmist draws attention to the hills. Jerusalem that is located in the mountains of Judea. From nearly every point in 
Israel a journey to Jerusalem requires a mountain climb. As the psalmist was on his way up to Jerusalem to worship, he 
apparently began to look at the hills around him and to worry. Highway travel in those days was fraught with danger. 
Robbers lurked along the roads. He might be mugged. (Remember the man on his way to Jericho in the Parable of the 
Good Samaritan?) 
 
The psalmist makes mention of his foot slipping in verse 3. The path was steep. Perhaps he worried he might fall and 
hurt himself. I know that is a fear I could relate to! In my thinner days living in Colorado, I used to enjoy hiking up 
“14ers,” peaks that were over 14,000 feet high. One such mountain I climbed was Longs Peak. At an elevation of over 
14,200 feet it was a real challenge because the trail ended a mile from the summit. From that point you had to scramble 
over rocks, negotiate a two-foot-wide ledge with a 3,000-foot vertical drop off one side, and then, finally, the 

Homestretch, a steep rock that you scrambled up to claim the 
summit. About halfway up the Homestretch, I was overcome 
with altitude sickness and had to sit there for a while with my 
head swimming. I looked at that 3000-foot drop, and prayed 
for my life that I wouldn’t pass out! 
 
There is another physical danger noted in the psalm. In verse 
6 he makes reference to the sun. The sun in that part of the 
world beats down ferociously. It is so bad that exposure to 
the sun is a valid legal defense in Saudi Arabia today! Perhaps 
the psalmist was also afraid of suffering heatstroke while he 
was traveling. Physical dangers can cause us fear. Many are 
afraid of the coronavirus today and that is understandable. 
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A second type of danger our psalmist was thinking about was 
imagined danger. If you have ever been in a situation that is 
frightening, you know that your mind will imagine all sorts of 
other things to worry about beyond what you know you are 
facing. Notice in verse two he asks the question, “Where does 
my help come from?” Perhaps he is imagining that he has 
been abandoned by God. He worries that he is truly all alone 
as he climbs the mountain road. But in verses 3 and 4, notice 
the words, “slumber,” repeated twice, and “sleep.” Perhaps 
what is behind the comment is the imagined fear that maybe 
YHWH is asleep at the wheel, if you will, that He is unaware 
of the psalmist’s situation. 
 
The next thing he mentions is the moon in verse 6. From ancient times the moon has been the locus of a good deal of 
superstition. The ancients felt it was bad to be subjected to moonlight. Our use of the word “lunacy” harks back to 
that ancient belief. Nighttime exaggerates our fears. Our minds play tricks on us when we are in the dark as we worry 
what may be lurking beyond our sight. Perhaps this reference to the moon is a good illustration of our fears of the 
unknown. 
 
Not only do we have to contend with real physical fears and imagined fears but there are also spiritual dangers to be 
concerned about. The psalmist was aware of this too. He makes reference to “all harm” in verse 7. In Hebrew that 
literally means, “all evil.” While that can refer to physical evil, it also includes the idea of spiritual evil as well. Also, in 
verse 7 he makes reference to “your life.” Literally that means “your soul.” While this is probably a reference to our 
entire being, the spiritual element is certainly in view. 
 
There are a lot of things of which to be fearful in life: physical dangers, imagined dangers, spiritual dangers. Fear can 
paralyze us. What is the believer to do? How can we overcome fear in our lives? The answer is that even though we 
must contend with the cares of this life we also have the comfort of the Lord. And so in the next issue of The 
Heidelbrief, I want to underscore that in the midst of our great fears we have greater assurance of our Lord’s protection, 
and that is seen in: the presence of Christ, the sovereignty of Christ, the vigilance of Christ, and the protection of 
Christ.   

THE HEIDELBRIEF is now the 
seminary’s every other week bulletin.  
 
In the next issue. . . 
• We visit with mystery novelist and 
PCA pastor, Rev. J. Mark Bertrand who 
will be receiving his M.Div this spring 
from HTS. 
 
• Dr. Carroll tells us the comfort we 
will always have in Christ. 
 
• Advancement Director and RCUS 
Church Planter Rev. Muether talks 
about his students’ gospel exhortations 
and the joys of receiving the Word 
from students who are eager to 
proclaim the good news.  
 
• Dr. Larson examines the moral law of 
God and the three constituents of 
moral goodness.   

THE HEIDELBRIEF The Corona Impact 
Rev. Chuck Muether, Director of Advancement 
 
Reformed seminaries have all had to make 
adjustments during this period of social 
distancing and stay-at-home restrictions 
imposed by the civil authorities. This is 
forcing institutions to dig deeply into their 
reserves because constituents’ ability to 
donate is negatively affected when the 
economy shuts down. Heidelberg is a relatively young seminary that 
has not had the years and resources to create multiple endowments. 
We are always in need. 
 
When you read in our asking letters how we count on every shekel that 
is not an exaggeration. We really do count every shekel and look at 
ways of trimming the budget and operate in the most fiscally 
responsible way possible while still adjusting to the necessary 
expanding of faculty and curriculum. So as the seminary’s part time 
advancement director, I want to say thank you to all who keep our 
lights on and our “cyber doors” open in this season of the pandemic 
virus. I am humbled and thankful to serve such a giving constituency. 


