
	  

	  

When members of the Academic Committee were searching for a second fulltime professor, they were all in 
agreement regarding the qualifications. They were not looking for a man with a curriculum vitae that 
showed extensive publishing credentials and multiple letters after his last name, proving the candidate spent 
his years in the pastor’s study accumulating impressive degrees. No, they wanted a man whose competence 
in handling the theological loci would only be eclipsed by his love and service for the church.  

  
In Dr. J.P. Mosley, they hired both a true servant of the church and a 
man who has proven to be theologically astute. Seminary President, 
Dr. Maynard Koerner said, “The Academic Committee had several 
gifted candidates from which to choose, and any one of those men 
could have served the seminary well, but Dr. Mosley has shown to excel 
in the classroom and in the church. We have an academic and gifted 
churchman who has already taught classes at HTS, and the students 
have enjoyed his classes.” 
 
I had the privilege of visiting with Dr. Mosley for the Little Manse on the 
Prairie podcast, and here’s a short take from that program: 
 
Muether: The student has become the teacher, so tell us about your 
transition of becoming Professor of Systematic Theology and Biblical 
Studies after having just completed your D.Min. studies. 
 
Mosley: The D.Min. program at HTS was a wonderful experience. It 
was iron sharpening iron. It was listening to these men who had the utmost experience in the ministry, showing us how 
the different subject matter could not only sharpen our skills but also help us to be more effective in shepherding 
Christ’s flock.  That’s what really excited me about each class–learning to serve Christ better. It was a breath of fresh air 
to be in the classroom and hear the professor talk about something that he loves and cares deeply about, and then with 
my peers, my ministerial colleagues, who labor in the trenches with me, we were bouncing ideas off of each other. It was 
an inspiring time learning from one another, which is what the program is designed to do.  
 
Muether: Briefly walk us through the program.  What were the courses you were required to take? 
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Mosley: Dr. Maynard Koerner’s Reformed worship 
kicked off the program and his class was just fantastic.  
I would love people to take his course either at the 
master's level, at the doctoral level and or even to 
audit. But to offer a teaser here, Dr. Koerner did a 
masterful job relating the first four commandments 
and how they relate to our worship with God. The 
second class was taught by one of the HTS founding 
professors, Dr. Warren Embree. He immersed us in 
Greek discourse analysis with regard to hermeneutics, 
and actually I will be teaching that same course for this 
second round of D.Min. courses, but my emphasis will 
be a little less linguistically technical and a bit more 
practical. Dr. Embree helped us sharpen our skills 
when it came to pericope delineation or defining a specific biblical text by analyzing the linguistic and structural 
patterns from the Greek. My third class was one of my favorites. The late Dr. George Scipione had been teaching 
counseling at the doctoral level for as long as I’ve been alive. Dr. Scipione was polished and gave us a systematic 
theology of counseling, including family counseling, addiction counseling, client counseling–you name it. He gave us 
every day a biblical theology of counseling on how to handle these particular matters.  
 
My Reformed Scholasticism course with Dr. Ryan McGraw was very helpful in developing a positive pattern for 
doctoral research and for writing the dissertation, and it was very good to have it at that moment because that was the 
moment I started writing mine. I got the first chapter done and submitted it because after that, I kind of got the 
understanding of, okay, this is what they’re looking for now. Dr. Frank Walker’s course on creeds and confessions 
was another breath of fresh air. I look forward to calling him one of these days when we're not all too busy and 
picking his brain a little bit more on how does the doctrine of justification relate to sociology and various things like 
that.  Dr. Alan Strange taught a course on the spirituality of the church. His class dealt with not only historic matters, 

but also how would we deal with situations today, and as 
you know, how can we learn from the past so that we 
don’t again make those same types of mistakes. We’ve had 
some really challenging matters as a church with COVID-
19, police brutality and then these riots that are going on. 
So the spirituality of the church is extremely important for 
us to understand today. We also had classes that dealt with 
contemporary issues and mental health topics that focused 
on depression, and I even lectured on PTSD. My final 
class was Dr. Kevin Carroll’s course, which sharpened our 
exegesis skills, and he had us in groups doing exegetical 
work together. It was a thrill to work through Scriptures 
together. 
 
Muether: Before I move on to the next question, I want 

to encourage our readers to listen to Dr. Mosley on the podcast which will be uploaded to the HTS Facebook page. 
Due to space constraints here, I will need to edit some of our new professor’s responses, and you really need to hear 
Dr. Mosley’s unbridled passion for teaching future pastors. So Rev. Dr. Mosley, now that you are moving into your 
new office, what do envision for the seminary in her growth as an institution?  
 
Mosley:  That’s a good question. Almost makes me a little uncomfortable because I would want to have other men in 
the room with me to answer that because that’s a question we as an institution need to answer. But just off the top of 
my head, one of the things that I’ve spoken with Dr. Koerner and board members about is trying to recruit young 
men right out of college. We don’t want to be just a second career type of seminary. We also should reach out to 
other ecclesiastical bodies, making sure they know of our presence; obviously, we do that in the RCUS Classes and 
Synod, but I’m also thinking of making ourselves better known to the United Reformed Churches in North America 
and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to name two. 
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Virtually all have had some sort of 
disruption in their plans due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. At Heidelberg Seminary 
commencement exercises and traveling by 
professors to teach in the Philippines were 

postponed. The commencement exercises will be 
observed along with convocation at the beginning of the 
new school year this fall. This combined event will take 
place on September 4, 2020. There are two students who 
had fulfilled all the requirements for graduation with the 
completion of the spring semester.  
  
Rev. Mark Bertrand earned the degree of Master of 
Divinity. He serves as pastor of Grace PCA in Sioux 
Falls. 
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I think maintaining a website, maintaining a social media 
presence and various things like that are very important, but 
we also got to get word out on the streets, word at the 
colleges, a word at the ecclesiastical bodies, and put out our 
teaching, whether it’s in paper form, whether it’s in video 
form, audio form,–however we can do it, we need to get 
out what we’re doing. One of the things that I like about 
Heidelberg, and it the same thing what I like about the 
RSUS, is that the professors and ministers have their feet 
firmly planted in the ground with their head in the heavens. 
And that’s exactly what Jesus calls us to be. We’re to be in 
this world, but not of this world. We are to be serving here 
and now, not thinking of a golden age of back when there 
were these men that served. We have to be men serving our 
Lord to the needs of this day. 
 
Muether: So what will you miss most from being a 24/7 pastor? 
 
Mosley: I’m really going to be missing preaching every Sunday. And it’s not because people, you know, in a classroom, 
people raise their hands and interrupt you. That’s not really the reason. The reason is in the preaching. God is doing 
something now he’s doing something in the classroom too, but it’s different. I won’t have people all of a sudden break 
down in tears because Christ has just answered the dilemma in their life in a classroom. I won’t have that. I have that in 
preaching. I won’t have people coming up to me afterwards saying, Pastor, based on what you just said, my child is 
telling me how much they love Jesus. Those are extreme. Those are the highs of ministry. Those are what I’m going to 
miss. I’m also going to miss being able to be with those who are mourning that have just lost a loved one and be able to 
comfort them and, and see them move through their stages of grief to where they are now a better Christian for that 
suffering, for that loss. And I’m going to miss seeing the men and women that I’ve counseled over the years, continue 
to grow and continue to develop. 
 
Muether: Tell us what other roles you will be filling for the seminary. 
 
Mosley: Along with being a fulltime professor, I will also be the academic dean and the registrar for the seminary.  As 
registrar, I make sure students are signing up for the right classes that they need in order to graduate, and as the 
academic dean approving those classes. Essentially, I will be working with M.Div. students, and President Koerner will 
continue to work with the D.Min. students. I am looking forward to this upcoming semester.  
 

From	  the	  Office	  of	  the	  President	  
Dr.	  Maynard	  Koerner,	  President	  of	  Heidelberg	  Theological	  Seminary	  

Rev. Dr. Joseph Paul Mosley, Jr. graduated with the 
Doctor of Ministry degree. Dr. Mosley is the first 
graduate of the Doctor of Ministry program at 
Heidelberg Seminary. He has been serving as pastor 
of Trinity Covenant RCUS in Colorado Springs, CO.  
Following his recent appointment as professor at 
Heidelberg Seminary, he will take up his labors at 
HTS beginning July 15. 
 
Though the formal reception of their degrees will not 
be until this fall, the seminary acknowledges the 
completion of the requirements for the respective 
programs.   
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As part of the requirements of the D.Min. program, Dr. Mosley has submitted a dissertation entitled, How to Move from 
Exegesis to Homiletical and Catechetical Application.  
 
As Dr. Mosley transitions from student to professor, we will miss the excellent contribution, which Rev. Bertrand has 
brought to the classroom. We trust that God will greatly use these men in the work of the Kingdom, and we pray for 
His blessing upon them both. Heidelberg Seminary will also welcome some new students during the Convocation part 
of the September 4th event. Please plan to join us in celebration of the Lord’s provision for His Kingdom. 
 
You may be aware that the Philippines has also had to deal with the current pandemic.   
In fact, the restrictions dictated by the government in many cases are more stringent 
then we have experienced in the United States. In most areas in the Philippines, 
churches are still not allowed to meet for worship. Please do remember to uphold our 
brothers and sisters before the Lord in your prayers. Plans had been in place for Drs. 
Kevin Carroll and Maynard Koerner to teach two intensive courses in the Philippines 
this June. The courses were to be taught for one week in the Luzon area and for a 
second week in Mindanao. The students have had to suspend getting together for their 
weekly studies until now. Most of the groups are finding innovative ways to proceed with 
their studies. The professors have every intention to travel to the Philippines to teach as soon 
as conditions will allow. Some consideration is currently being given to doing so in January. Please pray that the 
training of our students in the Philippines may go forward. There are currently 65 men who are receiving training for 
the gospel ministry in the Philippines. We have all had to deal with disappointments and frustrations and even some 
fear along with the necessary adjustments to plans. Yet, even as we believe that the Lord’s planning is perfect, we 
receive His direction for our lives and adjust accordingly. The Lord is gracious and does meet our every need. 

The	  Freedom	  of	  the	  Moral	  Agent	  
	  Dr.	  Mark	  Larson,	  Professor	  of	  Systematic	  Theology	  

	  
There are many different systems of 
philosophical ethics that have arisen out 
of the heart of unbelief through the 
centuries. There is a common element 
that appears again and again though—

whether we are talking about Aristotle in the ancient 
world or Kant in the Enlightenment era or any other 
philosopher through the ages. The philosopher who 
rejects Holy Scripture invariably maintains the total 
freedom of the human will. What we mean is this: the 
unbeliever assumes that the human will is not 
hampered in its ability to do that which is truly good. 
 
The idea of the full ability of the human will made an 
inroad into the church in the person of the British monk Pelagius (354-418). He came to Rome in the context of 
moral laxity in the church, initially affirming his teaching against this statement made by Augustine of Hippo (354-
430): “Lord, command what you will, but give what you command.” Pelagius did not like the idea that we need grace 
from God in order to live a life that is pleasing in the sight of the Lord. He affirmed the plenary ability of the human 
will and a doctrine of salvation by works. Augustine responded with his teaching on grace and the human will—
teaching that was absolutely faithful to Scripture. 
 
Augustine understood that divine grace is imperative in light of the depth of human depravity. The four states of the 
will in his conception—teaching which comes from the Bible—are these: 1st. Posse non peccare. Adam at creation was 
able not to sin. The problem, of course, is that he did not stay in that condition. 2nd. Non posse non peccare. Fallen man is 
now in an abysmal condition by nature. Our condition is so bad that we are not able not to sin. The downward drag 
of inborn depravity is the root cause of our miserable condition of moral and spiritual bondage. 3rd. Posse peccare et non 
peccare. 
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This Latin expression summarizes the condition of the person who has 
been touched by the saving grace of God. We reflect a mixture of good 
and bad. We are still able to sin due to the weakness of the old nature 
within us. On the other hand, we have a new nature and the indwelling 
Holy Spirit so that we are able to do that which is pleasing to God. Paul 
can even say that the purpose of redemption is that significant moral 
change will truly be effected in us even now in this world: God sent his 
Son into the world and condemned our sin in him so that “the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according 
to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:4). 4th. Non posse peccare. 
The fourth state of the will is also the final state of the will. The concept 
of not being able to sin applies to humanity in its glorified condition. 
Every believer longs to be a part of the company of saints in heaven, a 
member of the community consisting of the “spirits of just men made 
perfect” (Hebrews 12:23). 
 
We have much for which we may give thanks to God. Our inconsistent 
lives, the mixture of sin and righteousness, will not continue forever. The 
day will come when our freedom will be maximized, and we shall not 
even be able to sin anymore! The apostle John brings comfort to the 
children of God with these words that will find their fulfillment at the 

Second Coming of Christ: “We know that when he is revealed, we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). This aspect of a 
biblical eschatology has a bearing on our daily ethical behavior: “And 
everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure” (1 
John 3:3). 
 

Directing	  Your	  Faith	  to	  Jesus	  Christ	  
	  Rev.	  Cody	  J.	  Schwichtenberg,	  HTS	  Alumni	  
Association	  President	  
 
I get quite frustrated with Christian 
books today. Don’t get me wrong, there 
are a lot of very good books out there, 
but the problem is that many of them 
focus on what the Christian is to do 
rather than what has been done for them 
in Christ. Books focusing on our 

problems sell off the shelves quite quickly and have invaded the Christian section in almost every bookstore in 
America. The reality is that most of our problems are not solved through a focus on our doing, rather they are solved 
by a focus on Christ.  
 
That is why I appreciate the Heidelberg Catechism so much. Though it does speak about the importance of thankful 
godly living, the primary focus of the catechism from beginning to end is on the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we are called to rest our faith in Him. We can’t consider Christian living and good works without first 
looking to Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:2 calls us “to look to Jesus who is the author and finisher of our faith.” 
 
The first place that should direct your faith to Jesus is in the context of worship. Jesus speaks to you through the 
faithful preaching of the Word. Not only do you hear the Gospel audibly, you see it visibly in the sacraments. If you 
are physically unable to attend worship, seek to hear the Word preached from faithful pastors on television, radio, or 
the internet. If you forsake worship and the means of grace, your eyes will draw away from Christ.  
 
Outside the context of worship, seek Christian friends, books, music and podcasts that point your faith to Jesus Christ. 

THE HEIDELBRIEF is the 
newsletter of Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary.  
 
Upcoming events: 
 
• Effective Hermeneutics (D.Min.) 
  August 10-14 
 
• Board Meeting 
     September 4 
 
• Graduation and Convocation 
     September 4 
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The Christian faith is not individualistic or private. From Genesis to Revelation, believers had 
fellowship with one another. In history, Christians wrestled with understanding biblical 
doctrines and encouraged one another with their writings and music. I want to give you a few 
book recommendations that have encouraged me to look to Jesus in the recent months. The 
first book is By Grace Alone, and the second is The Whole Christ. Both books were written by 
Sinclair Ferguson, and I hope these two resources can be an encouragement to your faith as 
they were for mine. 
 
In the book The Whole Christ, Ferguson deals with the relationship between law and gospel in the 

Christian life by looking at an 18th century controversy in the Church of Scotland that became 
known as “The Marrow Controversy.” Although this took place many years ago, Ferguson shows 
why this controversy is still relevant in the 21st century. If you want a book to help you with your 
biblical understanding of sanctification and assurance, then The Whole Christ will be a refreshing 
summer read for you. 
 
In the book By Grace Alone, Ferguson examines the nature of God’s grace by looking at it through 
the lens of a hymn called “O How the Grace of God Amazes Me” by Emmanuel T. Sibomana, a 
pastor in the African nation of Burundi. I have one thing to say about this book. In my opinion, it 
has the best explanation of the Prodigal Son parable I have ever heard. You will probably learn 

something new and have your heart refreshed as Ferguson examines this well-known parable.  
 

Growing	  in	  Him	  While	  Reading	  through	  the	  Gospels	  
	  Rev.	  Chuck	  Muether,	  New	  Testament	  Instructor	  
 
When I was a student at HTS and under care in the Presbytery of the Midwest in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, I 

would get these occasional calls from the chairman of the Candidates 
and Credentials Committee, Dr. Iain Wright. He would ask me, 
“Chuck, how’s your reading of the Scriptures coming along?” 
 
I would respond, “Just fine,” and then tell him all that I was required 
to read for my classes. One time he interrupted me and said, “I am not 
so interested in your academic reading, but how is your devotional 
reading going?” He was checking in on me to see if I was immersing 
myself in the Scriptures not to fulfill a course requirement, but to fill 
my heart with that which I desperately needed. That one phone call 

really nagged me for the rest of the semester and for the rest of my seminary journey. Here was a man appointed to 
keep watch of students who were under care of the Presbytery and he was more concerned for my soul than for my 
academic standing at Heidelberg. Many years later into the ministry, I had a younger member of the congregation say 
to me during a fellowship meal that we pastors have it easy when it comes to reading the Scriptures because it is part of 
the job. I challenged him on that and said that for many pastors reading the Bible can become a liability of the job. 
That got his attention, so I further explained that ministers must push themselves not to reduce their Bible reading as a 
professional undertaking, but to submit always to God’s Word as ones who want to grow in knowledge and grace. One 
might think that should be natural for a pastor, but it can be a challenge for many of us to put the brakes on our 
busyness and pause as Jesus did to commune with the heavenly Father in prayer and devotion.  
 
As an instructor of New Testament Studies, I wanted my students in my Gospels class to read the gospel accounts. I 
didn’t want them just to memorize chapter and verse and be able to cite on demand, but to take several tours of 
reading and being fully immersed in God’s Word. The best spiritual growing pains are treated when we seek God’s 
blessing by continually and devotionally reading the glorious narratives of our Lord Jesus Christ. As one of my 
students noted, “I was only familiar really with the epistles before,” to which I asked, “What would be an epistle if we 
first did not have the Gospel?” Luther aptly put it, “At its briefest, the Gospel is a discourse about Christ, that He is the Son of 
God and became man for us, that He died and was raised, that He has been established as Lord over all things.” Indeed, He is Lord 
over all things, and future pastors need to know that, assent to that, and trust that in order to preach that.  


