
 

 

We realize this is the end-of-the-year season when 
nonprofits relentlessly call and send out letters and emails 
asking for your shekels. Year-end fundraising is a 
challenging task and can be burdensome, but when you 
consider the importance, necessity and especially the joy of 
seeing young men growing in their calling to preach the 
Word and shepherd God’s sheep, you know the investment 
given will reap many rewards. 
 
I am not only the President of Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary, but I am also a regular donor. Like so many of 
you, I give back to this kingdom institution because I have 
seen firsthand how the church has been blessed by faithfully 
trained ministers. I thank God that He has given us this 
means to equip the next generation of preachers, and I 
thank you for your prayers and generous giving.  
 
It is always a 
most 
wonderful 
time of the 
year because 
God is always 
good and His 
mercies 
endure 
forever.  
 
 
  
 
   
  
  

      “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom He is pleased.”  Luke 2:14 
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Indeed, it’s a most wonderful time of the year, 
and while Andy Williams popularized that 
sentiment with his huge Christmas hit in 1963, 
we children of God relish this season and 

every season. The provision of the baby Jesus, who 
would grow in wisdom and stature and fulfill every jot 
and tittle of the law and then atone for our sins, is reason 
to celebrate, reason to hear His Word proclaimed, and 
reason to train the next generation to preach the Good 
News!    
 
As we wrap up another semester, I am profoundly 
grateful for the blessing to teach and administrate at an 
institution that prepares students for the pastoral call. 
 
I am thankful that for the first time in the seminary’s 
history, I can co-labor with another full-time professor, 
who serves like a pastor and thinks like a scholar.  
 
This is a wonderful time for the development of the 

seminary. It is also a critical time as 
giving has been significantly lower due 
to the novel coronavirus and the 
resulting Covid-19 disease. We had 
recently sent out a letter to our 
constituents asking for your prayer 
and financial support.  
 

It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
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The LORD loved Israel and chose them to be his people (Deut. 7:6–8). They were to be a “kingdom of 
priests,” the channel of divine revelation to the nations (Exod. 19:6). They were to be “a guide to the blind, 
a light to those in darkness” (Rom. 2:19). But they failed in their calling. Far from being a holy city, 

Jerusalem became Sodom, even Gomorrah (Isa. 1:10). Paul laid down this indictment: “The name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you” (Rom. 2:24). 
Israel failed in their mission. The purposes of the 
LORD, though, were not defeated. He chose 
Another to accomplish his plan of blessing the 
nations. He would uphold the Messiah and enable 
him putting his Spirit upon him (Isa. 42:1).  
 
To his Servant the LORD gave the promise: “I will 
make you a light of the nations so that my salvation 
may reach to the end of the earth” (Isa. 49:6). The 
Servant would be a king seated “on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom” (Isa. 9:6–7). He would 
be a priest, the one who “would render himself as a 
guilt offering” (Isa. 53:10). 
 
Matthew reminds us that God keeps all his promises: 
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in 
Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?’” What is most remarkable is their 
announcement: “We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him” (Matt. 2:1–2). The magi were touched by 
the Holy Spirit. They had illumination of the truth at hand. The Servant would be “abhorred” by Israel, but great ones 
from afar would see him differently. “Kings will see and arise; princes will also bow down” (Isa. 49:7). This is precisely 
what the magi did. They made their way to Bethlehem. “They saw the child with Mary his mother; and they fell to the 
ground and worshipped him” (Matt. 2:11a). 

 
There was more, though, than the adoration of true 
worship. Matthew adds, “Then, opening their 
treasures, they presented to him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11b).  
 
Their gifts were an expression of their love and 
devotion, but they also indicated the offices that he 
would hold and the path that he would take. For the 
king they brought gold, and to the priest they gave 
pure incense. But he was more than a king and a 
priest. He was the king who would be nailed on a 
cross and the priest who would offer himself.  
 
Thus they presented to him myrrh, spice used by the 

Jews in their burial of the dead (John 19:39–40). He was the child who was born in order that he might die. 
 
During this Christmas season, let us remember the myrrh and the humiliation that Jesus underwent in our place. His 
entire life on earth was going to be a life of suffering. “Our griefs he himself bore, and our sorrows he carried” (Isa. 
53:4). There was his “scourging” by which “we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).  
 
There was his crucifixion: “He was pierced through for our transgressions” (Isa. 53:5). These realities demonstrate the 
love of God: “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 
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I saw an advertisement on TV concerning a 
news special that one of the reporters on Fox 
News was going to do.  I don’t remember the 

details, it was probably already presented, but I remember 
this and it stuck with me because of the nature of the 
question itself. The purpose of this special is to probe and 
explore this question, “Is life possible without God?”  
Now there are probably a lot of things that could be asked 
about a news special of this kind like, how they go about 
seeking to answer the question? But I think most 
interesting is the question itself.  To even ask the question 
is to posit the possibility that man is his own God.  That is 
of course the age-old rebellion of man against God. 
 
The bottom line is, that the answer cannot be found by any kind of examination of facts, or evidence. Certainly it 
cannot be found by interviewing a bunch of so called experts like the Dalai Lama in Tibetan Buddhism. It is simply a 
matter of the heart, a matter of belief. Yet I am not talking about some blind leap of faith, rather the revelation of 
God Himself to His people. To see God is to know God and believe His Word.  
 
Zechariah prophesied of the coming birth of Jesus for the purpose of giving light to those who sit in darkness.  

The Gospel of John expands on the idea that Jesus is the light, and that He came to bring light.  
Apart from Him is no light. Jesus said of the Pharisees, who were the expert scholars of 
Scripture, “that they are blind men leading blind men.” It doesn’t take much imagination to 
think about what they will find, or where they will end up. 
 
I am sure that many of you have had the opportunity to visit or take a tour in a cave. The tour 
guide takes you down a path and there are lights all along and you know that you are going 
down pretty deep, and then he stops and informs you that he is going to turn off the light.  
And the darkness is real darkness. If you haven’t experienced it before it can be a bit 
frightening, especially in that situation of being down deep in a cave. You cannot move, you 
cannot go anywhere, it is the most hopeless of situations. It is real dark. In terms of the reality 
of life, understanding what life is and how to enjoy it, when God put man by means of Adam 

and Eve, out of the garden, cutting Himself off from man, man was left in that type of situation in terms of the reality 
of life, in total absolute darkness. 
 
Often the relationship with God, and when we go back and talk about the situation in the garden before sin, is seen 
merely in terms of a kind of pleasant experience.  So to be in spiritual darkness is to lose that pleasant experience.  
What we need to understand is to be in spiritual darkness is to be in total darkness. To be dead, without hope in this 
world. The relationship that Adam had with God was in fact the relationship of life.  Adam and all of us with him did 
not just lose a little pleasantness, we lost life itself.   
 
That is the darkness and shadow of death that Zechariah is talking about.  It is to this darkness that Jesus came to give 
light.  You don’t have to look very far in the world around you, in fact just look at yourself, and you will see the reality 
of this darkness.  And no amount of “news research”; no amount of government program or spending of money will 
remove that darkness.  Jesus is the light of the world that penetrates the darkness. It is important that you understand 
when we say that Jesus is the light of the world, that He is the light that comes to a dark world, and the hopelessness 
of that darkness. Zachariah said, “to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death to guide our feet 
into the way of peace”.  Realize the implication, “those who sit in darkness,” means cannot see what is reality, “in the 
shadow of death” there can be no life,  “guide our feet into the way of peace.”  The result of not seeing reality, the 
result of living in the shadow of death, is to be without peace, that is why we live in a world of strife and war, that is 
why people are struggling to find something–the world is not at peace with God. The very notion of an existence of 
God, is an existence without direction, no hope, and one in which there is strife. 
 

Dr. Maynard Koerner, President of Heidelberg Theological Seminary  
Peace on Earth 



 

 

 

Jesus did not come because this world was and is such a nice and exciting place to visit.  He didn’t come just because 
He wanted to make new friends.  Sometimes that is exactly how He is presented, as if He would be lonely and lost 
without us.  Jesus came into a world that is very hostile to Him.  A world where He was not wanted.  He came into a 
world that would cause Him the greatest suffering and even death, but that is exactly why He came. 
For the Son of God to be incarnate, much less die on the cross, was a great sacrifice.  It was and is a true gift from 
God.  But that is the whole point, that is what the celebration and praise to God is all about.  That you understand, 
you who are blind and hostile to God, by the free grace of God have been given light that you might see. 
 
The emphasis on the reason for His coming is “that is why He was sent.” When you look at all of the lights.  When 
you enjoy all the good things.  When you give and receive lots of presents.  Remember none of that means a thing 
apart from Christ.  The gift that counts, the light that really shines is Jesus Himself. 
 
Remember He was sent so that He might bring light to you. Most important remember as Zechariah stated He was 
sent by God.  This is not a gift based on naughty and nice, it is a gift based on God, the God of love sent His son into 
this dark world that you might have light and not be in darkness. 
 
 
 

 
 

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; 
all is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied; 
come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home. 

 
It is with great joy that we go from celebrating 
the harvest season to the season of Advent. What 
wonderful gifts we receive from our heavenly 
Father.  We count the blessing of loyal 
supporters of the seminary here at HTS.  The 
next generation of pastors to labor in the 
Kingdom depends on those who faithfully give to 
training for the ministry.   
 
The work at HTS has expanded greatly this year.  
We have added an additional fulltime faculty 
member and are now teaching more courses per 
semester than ever before. The work in the 
Philippines has seen changes with a course being 
taught live through video conferencing.  Thought 
is being given on how this successful model of 
overseas seminary training could be enlarged 
internationally as new opportunities come to 
light. This opens the potential need for another 
professor.  
  
HTS is asking for your consideration on how to 
participate in this work. Our financial need has 
increased this academic year by nearly 20%. 
Future work can only increase if funding for 
these goals is achieved. HTS is asking for your 
support during this season of giving. The harvest 
is plentiful and requires laborers. We ask for the 
Lord’s blessing as we prepare men for the fields. 
To support, please visit our website: 
Heidelbergseminary.org/support-hts/   
  
 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
Kevin Te Slaa, Executive Administrator  


