
	  

Dr. G demonstrated for me not just what sound doctrine 
is, but how to practice it. Little did I know at the time that 
God would have me planting churches (one in the OPC 
and now one in the RCUS), and in my listening to my 
professor and in my shadowing him on occasion, I would 
see in real time how one physically and spiritually invests 
himself in the place where he is planting a mission work.  
 
Dr. G was involved in the local ministerial association and 
the Rotary Club. I remember on a few occasions that after 
class I wanted to get going and head home, which was a 
commute of about five hours, but Dr. G would remind us 
that class is not quite over, and so we would follow him as 
he interacted with people of all walks of life.  
 
Dr. G was a product of Old Westminster. He graduated 
from Westminster Theological Seminary in 1963. He 
studied under Professor John Murray and Drs. Cornelius 
Van Til, Paul Woolley, and E. J. Young. Dr. G’s teaching 
was reflective of the faithful orthodoxy of which he was 
trained.     
 
I marvel at how I was introduced to HTS and how Dr. G, 
with Dr. Embree, and then Professor Koerner (who also 
had significant church planting experience) taught and 
influenced us in so many ways. Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary remains committed to the vision of pastors 
teaching future pastors. For me especially, Dr. G taught 
how to cast the net and wait on God for the catch.   
 
 
 
 
 

        “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” ~Mark 1:17 
	  

	  

Rev. Chuck Muether, Director of Advancement 
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Years ago I remember as a member of the 
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch 
Relations when I was in the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, our committee 

administrator spoke on the floor of our General Assembly     
             about how God has 
             graciously given the  
             churches of the North 
             American Presbyterian and 
             Reformed Council faithful 
              heroes and traditions that  
             have shaped the different  
             denominations and 
             federations of NAPARC. 
 
                                                 It is by God’s grace, that   
                                                 men have been raised to 
             maintain the orthodoxy of 
             the church. For the first 
             graduating class of HTS, 
             (Revs. Scott Henry  
and Chuck Muether), Dr. Robert E. Grossmann was truly 
one of those champions of the Reformed faith. He was a 
servant of God and a mentor of men. This founding 
professor was everything Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
professed to be: practicing pastors teaching young minds 
to be pastors–or in the Class of 2006’s case, teaching two 
middle-aged minds. 

Servant of God–Mentor of Men 

THE	  HEIDELBRIEF	  



	  

	  

2	  

Remembering Dr. Robert Grossmann  
Rev. Scott Henry, Pastor of Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE 

It was a warm summer day in California. The year was 1999 and I was sitting in my room thumbing 
through World magazine. Not finding any articles of interest, I turned to the want ads and 
advertisements, and there I saw it. In the advertisement section the ad read: 
“Heidelberg Theological Seminary: Enthusiastically teaching historic Reformed/Presbyterian theology and government. 

Vocational training combined with academic excellence. Our Faculty possess over ninety combined years of pastoral experience and two of 
three faculty members have doctorates. Enter the ministry confident in teaching and preaching God's Word, shepherding God's people with 

comfort in life and in death, and instruction of covenant youth for their hope 
in Christ.” 
 
As one who had discerned the internal call of God to pastoral 
ministry and had been counseled by my church consistory to 
pursue theological training, I was excited to call the number at 
the bottom of the advertisement. Not knowing what to expect, I 
called the number. The phone rang a few times and then I heard 
a friendly, excited, and familiar voice at the other end say, 
“Heidelberg Theological Seminary, this is Dr. Robert 
Grossmann.” Having been a member of the RCUS since 1994, I 
recognized the name and the voice, and I let out a laugh of joy 
and amazement. Joy because it was a familiar RCUS man who 
was offering to train men to serve the Lord by serving His church 

in pastoral ministry. My laughter was also filled with amazement because I never grow tired of the providential hand 
of God as He leads, guides, directs, and maneuvers His people down particular paths in life to accomplish His good, 
perfect, and acceptable will. I knew the Lord had guided me to that advertisement and right under the oversight of 
Dr. Robert Grossmann. 
 
Not long after our phone conversation, Dr. and Mrs. Grossmann flew to California to stay with me and my family 
for a couple of days. Dr. G., an abbreviation that I quickly used, took the time to talk to me about the necessity of 
seminary training, the requirements, the goal, the process, and the advantage of being trained by godly men (1 Tim. 
2:2) who had served in pastoral ministry for several years. We prayed, we read Scripture, we talked, we laughed, and I 
was committed to attend Heidelberg Theological Seminary. 
 
The four years I spent at HTS was one of the greatest blessings, joys, and privileges the Lord has granted me. Dr. G, 
along with Dr. Warren Embree, were masterful in teaching the seminary curriculum. Each man had his own gift 
from the Lord, but together they were certainly a mighty teaching force given by the Lord to His Church. One of my 
favorite classes taught by Dr. G. was “Pastoral Care and Counseling.” At that point, Dr. G. had more than forty 
years of pastoral and counseling experience, so it goes 
without saying that the man knew how to teach the course. 
It was rich, engaging, and lively as Dr. G. masterfully 
dispensed all his God-given wisdom to his students. The 
man was extremely blessed of the Lord with knowledge and 
wisdom. After having served for almost 20 years in pastoral 
ministry, I can honestly say that at the end of Dr. G’s life he 
had forgotten more than I knew. He was truly a great 
blessing to HTS and to the Church of Jesus Christ militant. 
He was a defender of the faith, a bulldog in theology, a true 
reservoir of knowledge, and a man who righteously applied 
the knowledge the Lord gave him. He was a godly example 
to all his students and church members in walking as a 
Christian. 
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Dr. G. was also faithfully committed to the Three Forms of 
Unity, which is a great encouragement to every Reformed 
believer. He showed his commitment by submitting to the 
confessions, teaching the confessions, and defending the 
confessions against all who would contradict the truth. 
  
Upon hearing of his retirement from the Gospel ministry, I 
immediately realized that one of his famous sayings had 
truly come to pass, “It's a great life, if you don't weaken!” 
Yes, truly, the Scripture says that our “outward man is 
perishing” (2 Cor. 4:16), and “To everything there is a 
season, a time for every purpose under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). 
It was sad to see but it certainly is a reality in this fallen, sin-
cursed world. 
 
I also would like to acknowledge Mrs. Polly Grossmann for her faithful years of dedication and sacrifice as her 
husband drove and flew around the country in service of the Lord. In this the saying is true, “Behind a great man is 
always a great woman.” She selflessly served behind the scenes in ministering to her husband, family, and church 
members. “Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates” (Proverbs 31:31).  
 
I close this short dedication by saying that I have been greatly blessed over the years by the wisdom and 
understanding that God granted to Dr. G., and for this I am forever thankful to the Lord and to Dr. G. as my beloved 
teacher, mentor, friend, brother, and father in the faith. May the Lord be pleased to continue to richly bless His 
church through the many tapes, CD’s, and DVD sermons, lectures, and Bible Studies delivered by Dr. Robert 
Grossmann, a true stalwart of the Christian Faith who never tired of fighting the good fight of faith in the trenches of 
this fallen world. It is a blessing to think about the words of Christ that Dr. G. heard when he died to sin and entered 
into eternal life, “His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will 
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord” (Matthew 25:21). 

 
 
  

January 2021 marked the end of a great era in the history of the RCUS with the passing of the 
Reverend Robert Grossmann. I met Rev. Grossmann in 1987 when 
pursuing entrance into seminary as a student under the care of the 
Western Classis. I had already been accepted into WTS-Escondido, my 
hometown, and my wife Patty was fully on board as SoCal natives. 
And then the phone rang and on the other end was Rev. Grossmann 
inviting me to consider attending Mid-America Reformed Seminary in 
Orange City, IA. It was a phone call that would change our lives for 
the better. But then his calls usually did lead to major changes in our 
lives.  
 
The Synod was in Menno, SD that year and Bob picked me up and we 
made the trip to Orange City to visit MARS. When I called Patty to tell 
her I was considering going to Iowa for seminary she was not quite so 
enthusiastic. But those three years were some of the best of our lives 

and Bob and Polly Grossmann with their children became family to us. It was a close Professor-student relationship 
that evolved into a life-long friendship and mentorship. His influence on my life was formative for much of my 
perspective on ministry and love for the history of the RCUS.  
 
Over the years we logged many miles on Grossmann airways and traveled as many upon the roads of the Midwest. 
When he spoke of beginning Heidelberg Theological Seminary I was fully in because of the shared conviction we 
needed a seminary among our churches in the Midwest.  
 

Rev. Hank Bowen, Pastor of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, SD 

A Lifelong Friendship and Mentorship 



	  

	   

In time he called and invited me to teach Introductory Apologetics much to my surprise, as Dr. Grossmann was one 
of the best equipped to teach apologetics in the country. But he was a great encouragement for me to step into his 
shoes, of which I will never truly be able to fill. 
 
There are so many fond stories that come to mind but I need to be brief. When the word came that the Lord had 
called Rev. Grossmann home it was a mixture of emotions for my whole family and me. It was the loss of a spiritual 
father. But he had run his race well and the Lord had given him a long and incredibly productive life. He leaves 
behind a legacy that has been foundational for the RCUS and his influence profound on the lives of many of the 
Lord’s shepherds. I envision him with a sparkle in his eye and a big smile singing, “Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing” in heaven to the Savior for whom he lived his life. 
 

 
 
 

I was blessed to know Dr. Robert Grossmann in several capacities. He was first my catechism 
teacher, then my mentor during a seminary internship, and finally a colleague and Father in the Faith as a fellow 
minister of the gospel of the Lord Jesus in the RCUS. He loved the RCUS so much, which is why he helped to 
establish and teach at Heidelberg Theological Seminary. There are several things about his vision for the ministry 
which still continue within the mission of Heidelberg today. 
 
I learned his vision all in “one day with Bob” during a summer 
internship. He had invited me to come spend a day with him.  
When I arrived into town (Vermillion, SD) the internship 
started by heading off to the hardware store. We had to get 
some parts to install a hitch on his car—a car that wasn’t 
meant to have a hitch—so that he could pull a trailer with his 
airplane parts. Then we went to the noon Rotary Club 
luncheon. He introduced me as a pastor in training and he was 
very friendly to others, asking them about their business and 
life. We returned to the parsonage and I handed him tools 
while he was under the car installing the hitch. I was happy to 
help, but kept thinking, “Is THIS what I am going to seminary 
for?” We cleaned the grease from our hands and went inside to 
his office.  He brought me a Bible and said, “This is the passage 
I am preaching on this Sunday. Read it out loud. . .  Ok, read it again. . . Now, What does it say? What does it 
mean?” As I analyzed the passage and tried to put all my two years of seminary training to work, he decided I had 
taken enough time and stopped me. “Don’t make it so hard. What does it say?” I gave a quick answer and he agreed, 
but then expanded on it. And then Dr. Grossmann added that it means this, and this, and this, and we can use this 
Bible passage from the Old Testament and this from the New Testament to prove it, and off he went to the 
computer. He put headphones on, typed away for a little while, and I was left holding the Bible and trying to figure 
out what just happened. The more I looked at it, the more I saw that he was correct. 
 
What was the vision of the pastoral ministry that I was learning that day from one of the founding professors of 
Heidelberg Theological Seminary? First, life is lived in the Kingdom of God. So get a hobby, whether it be airplanes 
or something else. Live life to the full, because Jesus is King over it all, and the people of God, whether they eat, 
drink, or whatever they do, they can do it to the glory of God. Second, love people. The community needs Christ 
Jesus, and that means you must get out into the community and ask people about their life and work. Third, love the 
Word of God. The way the community receives Christ is through the faithful preaching of the Bible. And a good 
preacher will use his studies to open up the Scriptures so clearly that the church members can see that it is possible 
to read and understand the love of God which is revealed so clearly in the pages of Scripture. I will never forget that 
day, or this legacy of Dr. Robert Grossmann, and I know that by God’s grace the RCUS and places like Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary will carry on this legacy. 
 

Rev. Kyle Sorensen, Pastor of Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church, Manitowoc, WI 

Living the Vision of Pastoral Ministry 
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The late Dr. Robert Grossmann had a passion for 
maintaining the highest view of Scripture and 

applying it in the ministry of the church. Unto that end he 
was greatly concerned for the training of men for the 
ministry so that view of Scripture would be real in the 
ministry and life of the Church. 
 
He taught at several seminaries and was instrumental in 
establishing Heidelberg Seminary. While Dr. Grossmann 
left an important impression on many, in my humble 
opinion, his greatest contribution is in the area of training 
men to be well prepared to be faithful preachers of the 
word. 
 
His first influence upon me goes back to a number of 
years before I was even thinking about ministry. As a 
young high school lad I remember getting to know both 
Bob and his brother Pete as young pastors while attending 
Youth Camp. That initial influence was not so much 
theological or dedication to serving the church, but what I 
learned is that one could actually be not only a faithful 
believer but even a minister of the gospel and yet live life 
fully and have fun. 
 
That impression I believe created the first inkling within 
me to think about ministry. Even though I resisted it for 
many years, and others had influence upon me as well, I 
am thankful to Dr. Grossmann for that initial influence. 
As I now serve as professor and President of Heidelberg 
Seminary, I thank the Lord for the influence of Dr. 
Grossmann. 

Dr. Maynard Koerner, HTS President 

Passing the Torch 

Rev. James Grossmann,  
Pastor of Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD 

A Son’s Perspective 

Pastoral Ministry means more than pulpits and books, 
It means working with and for the congregations to build the 
relationship that allows pastoring and growth. 
 
We live in a culture in which the pastorate has lost much of the 
respect that it had in previous centuries. One of the ways in 
which dad could regain that respect was by being more than 
just a Bible teacher. Of course, dad was no slouch when it 
came to academic work. He could hold his own in virtually any theological discussion. Yet he knew that 
the pastorate was more than just those things. 
 
Many pastors, it seems, think that pastoring only means preaching, consistory meetings, and church work. 
Dad lived the pastorate as an expression of his whole being. Pastoring meant being involved in the 
community. It meant living with God’s sheep and laboring with them. 
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Dad, perhaps, took that to an extreme, but that is also 
one of the reasons his congregations loved him so 
much. We seem to think that getting things done has 
to be by getting funds together and paying someone 
else to build or fix or whatever else seems necessary. 
Dad remodeled church facilities and even the first 
Heidelberg Seminary building with his own two 
hands...with sweat equity. 
 
Dad was always involved in the community in as many 
ways as he could be. One example was that he was a 
member of Rotary International. Rotary allowed dad to 
be involved with the businessmen in the community. 
He could earn their respect (and thereby the respect of 
the community for the church) by again laboring with 
them. He was even awarded a Rotary Paul Harris 

fellowship by the Rotary Club of Vermillion, SD. 
 
Dad’s labors for the church started with his first charge in 
Pierre, SD. He worked to get the building from the engineers of 
the dam in Pierre. He worked with the city council to find a 
place for the church in the city of Pierre. He had to find the 
mover who would move the building, who got the building off 
of its original foundation just before it was to be bulldozed. 
When it was time to pour the foundation and the cement trucks 
arrived, the driver asked who was in charge, the founding 
members all pointed at this early 20’s pastor. To his dying day, 
he had a toenail that grew weird because “I dropped a wall on 
it” as they were setting up the building to be both the parsonage 
and the church. 
 
I could relate story after story that I have heard. When it was 
time to move, dad didn’t call a moving company. Often he and 
mom overloaded vehicles and overworked themselves to save the church significant money. He always only 
intended to stay in a congregation seven to ten years because “people need to hear from different pastors” and 
“people usually don’t move, so pastors have to.” 
 
But one last anecdote, regarding Heidelberg Seminary–there was a crew from surrounding churches helping 
reshingle that first building on the north side of Vermillion. A storm blew by to the north of us and we were 
thankful that it had passed us by. In God’s providence, it then changed direction and headed straight toward 
Vermillion, blowing off the tarps that we had quickly fastened over the bare roof sheeting. This left a watery mess, 
the insulation was soaked and the ceiling sheetrock ruined. After finishing the roof, dad saw an opportunity in the     
mess. The rafters of that building were not aging well. God had given us the opportunity to shore them up and so 
we did.  
 
    My 70 year old Dad tirelessly and I (in my early 20’s), dragged along by his energy, 
    rebuilt or doubled many rafters so that the building would be better following the 
    damage than it was before. 
 
    Building God’s church is not just a labor of pulpit work, but getting down on the 
    ground and pushing and pulling the load so that God’s people see their pastor is 
    in this with them. Building relationships in this way is not about one pastor, it is 
    about the building of God’s church by word and life. 
	  


