
	  

fledging institution in Vermillion, SD, moved the seminary 
to Sioux Falls and have reached students well beyond the 
borders of this country. HTS learning centers have been 
created in the Philippines, and a new international 
program in Africa is about to be launched, all while the 
seminary remains committed to equipping men in the 
RCUS and other Reformed fellowships in the States. 
 
In all of these developments the core vision of pastor-
professors teaching prospective pastors to preach 
faithfully the Word and diligently shepherd the flock has 
never been lost. There has always been a vocational 
sensibility–parsonage training with pastor-professors 
engaging and mentoring students for pulpit ministry. 
 
Dr. Koerner, a former church planter, knew well what it 
meant to start with very little and operate from year to 
year on a bare bones budget. He never lost sight of God’s 
provision even during the lean years, always realizing that 
in the end God’s will prevails, and if HTS is to succeed it 
would need God’s blessing. The blessing has come in the 
form of a prayerful and supportive constituency, superb 
leadership from the board and administration, and a fine 
faculty that loves the Lord and the church.  
 
I have enjoyed my time serving Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary, and after I first boarded the proverbial train in 
2003, I have arrived at my final stop in 2021 where I will 
take up a new calling, for which the seminary has always 
prepared me. Indeed, my front seat view at HTS shouts of 
God’s faithfulness in the training for the next generation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        “…your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.” ~Psalm 65:11 (ESV) 
	  

	  

Rev. Chuck Muether, Director of Advancement 
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Growing up in the 70’s and riding on the lead 
M1 electric Long Island Railroad commuter 
car was an adventure for me every time, 
because I got the same view as the motorman.  

 
There is nothing quite 
like the front seat where 
you get to see what lies 
ahead. I think the same 
can be said of my tenure 
at Heidelberg Seminary. 
I have had the front seat 
as one of the inaugural 
student body in both the 
M.Div. and D.Min. 
programs, I have served 
on the Board of 
Trustees, I taught as an 
adjunct professor of 

New Testament Studies, I was hired as the Development 
Coordinator, and my most recent station stop has been 
Director of Advancement. If there is anyone who could fill 
an old-school 35mm slide carousel for an educational 
travelogue, it would be I. I have seen it all, and it has been 
a terrific ride with spectacular views of God’s kingdom 
from the classroom to the pulpit. Dedicated men like 
Board President Ted Griess and Seminary President Dr. 
Maynard Koerner and many others have taken a       
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A Pastor’s Reflections on the Road to Becoming a 
Doctor of Ministry   

Dr. Kyle Sorensen, Professor of Creeds and Confessions  
Why I Pursued Continuing Ministry 
Education 
 

After 5-7 years of pastoral ministry, I realized what most pastors do: it 
is very easy to lose the edge of the pastoral skills we sharpened back in 
seminary. What can be done about this? In our culture, we expect 
doctors to maintain their educational skills and certification so they can 
properly care for our physical health. We expect electricians and 
engineers to maintain their job skills and certification so they can 
maintain the safety of our buildings and bridges. What about the skills 
of those who are entrusted with our spiritual health? Pastors must 
“give attention to reading, to exhortation, and to doctrine” (1 Tim. 
4:13.) Timothy was commanded, after he was already ordained and had served as a pastor for a few years, “Be 
diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15-16). The pastors in Christ’s church also must be on a lifelong journey of spiritual and 
professional development so that they can better guide the members of the church on their own lifelong journey of 
spiritual growth as disciples of Christ. 
 
How does a pastor pursue continuing education? Many options exist. I researched about a dozen options from 
several seminaries and institutions. I created a survey and sent it to several pastors I knew who had pursued 
continuing education in some fashion. A common option is for pastors to stay up to date with new books as well as 
reading classic theology and history books. Another option is to attend conferences. Another option is to do 
independent study of topics of interest to the pastor. Another option is to watch or listen to free conferences and 
videos. I tried all of these to some degree, but did not have the discipline to follow through and missed the oversight 
from a planned curriculum and professor. I also missed the personal interaction with other students so that as fellow 
pastors we could learn from each other. Another option for continuing education is distance learning certificate 
programs. I took two courses like this. However, the lessons were pre-recorded and the interaction with other 
students was over an electronic messaging board. I did not know them and would never work with these students or 
professors again. 

 
Then in May of 2017 I was listening to Dr. Maynard Koerner bring a 
report to Synod on the work of Heidelberg Theological Seminary. He 
mentioned the D. Min. program, which had just begun. When I saw that 
they used several professors, including those from other Reformed 
seminaries, and I would only be on campus for one week in the summer 
and one week in the winter, I was intrigued. I could continue my regular 
pastoral ministry and use the coursework to help in the sermons and 
teaching I would be doing anyway in the local church. I did not begin the 
process because I wanted a degree or another title in front of my name.  
 
I entered the D.Min. program because I wanted to sharpen my skills to 
rightly divide the word of truth through continuing education in an 
atmosphere of brotherly love. I found that, and much more. The small 

class size was perfect. The professors treated the students as fellow pastors and colleagues. I met students from other 
denominations who continue to be friends. I met fellow RCUS pastors from every other Classis. Some of these 
brothers I did not know well and have now become lifelong friends, as we have been used by God as “iron 
sharpening iron.” The times of fellowship and discussion throughout the week of on-campus studies will never be 
forgotten.  I strongly commend this program to any and all pastors to consider. Whether or not you eventually write 
a dissertation, simply taking the courses will greatly bless you and the congregation you serve. 
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What I Learned through Heidelberg’s Doctor of 
Ministry Program 
 
Each student takes the same eight courses over four years.  
Most classes will be able to assist in preparation for some 
portion of your eventual doctoral project. Even those which do 
not directly relate to that still directly relate to contemporary 
ministry of the gospel of Christ to His church. I will just hint at 
a few of the many lessons I learned. 
 
I learned why I love to read the Bible, including in the original 
Greek and Hebrew. The busy routines of regular pastoral 
ministry had overwhelmed me and I had forgotten how 
precious the foundational things really are. A very practical method for keeping (or regaining) your ministry skills in 
the original languages is provided and encouraged. Not every student had the same proficiency, but we all learned how 
to improve. I have also learned to strive for deeper clarity in my teaching and preaching. After each of my courses, I 
would report to the next Consistory meeting about what I learned and how I was able to use these classes in the local 
church in some way. They gave me excellent feedback and speak very highly of Heidelberg. They can tell a difference 
in my effectiveness since starting the D.Min. program. 
 
One of the biggest lessons I learned through all the advanced studies was humility. I have learned how much I forgot 
since seminary and also how much more there is to learn. I have also grown in humility before the education process.  
Pastors can easily forget what it is like to be a student since they always have to be the teacher. It is really tough to 
learn when someone is not clear in what they write or teach. Being a student under several excellent professors and 
dozens of books gave me a fresh appreciation for the process of learning that my own congregation members must 
also go through in the classes which I teach to them. 
 
How I Plan to Use My Doctoral Education 
 
First, I already have used it.  While it has been less than a week 
since my graduation, the four years leading up to this point have 
given me opportunities to write for class assignments (and for use 
in the local church) multiple sermon series, Bible Studies, Sunday 
School series, men’s and women’s group discussions, and 
Consistory devotions. Some of the work I did ended up in study 
papers of Synod for special committees I was on or in various 
interactions with churches and pastors at the Classis level. 
 
Second, all the skills I have honed through these years and the 
friendships with other pastors that have developed will continue to 
serve me in the years to come. I plan, by God’s grace, to keep up with the improved study habits I have learned and to 
press for deeper clarity and greater understanding of both the Word of God and the people of God. 
 
Third, my dissertation is being reformatted for publication. Lord willing, it will be available for purchase in a few 
months. I enjoyed writing it and am pleased with how it turned out, coming in just 404 words under the maximum 
word count of 85,000 words for a D. Min. dissertation. More importantly, I did not write it for myself but to serve the 
church.  It is written at a reading level which most people should be able to understand. The rare occasions where 
technical terms are used, they are also defined. I truly pray that it will be used by both church officers and church 
members. The dissertation is titled Pastoral Polity: the Shepherd’s Calling. Biblical church government (“polity”) is far too 
often viewed as a last resort, after the work of pastoring fails. This is not how Christ designed His Church to operate.  
The book demonstrates that every branch of the gospel ministry expects pastoral polity and can be used to build this 
pastoral polity. Extensive Biblical proof for pastoral polity is provided. Systematic Theology helps us as well, since it 
shows us the nature of church power as well as its limits. Pastoral polity can be seen throughout history, from  
Gregory the Great to the Genevan Consistory in the days of John Calvin to the founding era of the RCUS and up 
through today. The final chapter provides detailed suggestions for church members on how to increase their pastoral 
polity.            



	  

	  

 

Then even more detailed suggestions are given for church officers.  I include samples of how to preach, how to 
teach, how to counsel, and how to lead with a pastoral polity (including the pastoral use of parliamentary Rules of 
Order and also the pastoral use of Article 81 of the RCUS Constitution).  
  
The topic is unique and addresses a common weakness in our understanding of how Christ rules His Church.   
The purpose is to convince church members, and especially church officers, that the shepherd’s calling is to be 
pastoral with his polity. Rather than list every way to appropriately apply Biblical polity to a given situation, I intend 
to show the reader how to Biblically reason to those conclusions by using the fullness of the tools at hand for the 
gospel ministry. Polity is not left for some pastors, it must be practiced by all pastors, in a pastoral way. 
 
My prayer is that every reader will learn what true pastoring means, what true church polity means, and then 
conclude that not only can they coexist, but they must be practiced together. If your pastoring ignores polity, you are 
putting the sheep in danger by refusing to protect and lead them. If your polity ignores pastoring, you are putting 
the sheep in danger by refusing to know each sheep and feed them the food Christ has designed for their 
nourishment. 

 
 

 
 

“Where did the year go?” As children, we are told, “Time flies when you are having fun.” This statement brings 
some truth to what this past year has been for my time at 
HTS so far. I am having a wonderful time being able to serve 
the church in the training of men for the purpose of pulpit 
ministry. My work includes several aspects such as preparing, 
teaching, and following up with students in the classroom. 
 
I had joined the faculty as a part-time professor a couple of 
years ago, and then, even before, I was teaching at a different 
seminary as an adjunct professor of Systematic Theology. 
Thus, the classroom was something that had become familiar. 
However, in the past, my experience in teaching was within 
the bounds of pastoring a church. Now I had made the 
change to a be a full-time professor. This was going to be a 
great challenge. To say I was excited would be an understatement. I really enjoy watching someone walk into a room 
with some understanding of a subject and then seeing them grow over the course of a semester in further 

understanding of the Bible and Doctrine.  
 
Life in the Classroom 
 
This past year, I taught a total of eight and a half classes. That is eight and a half 
classes of seeing men entering a room one way and then watching them grow and 
develop over the course of semester. The first class was a doctrinal class in 
Hermeneutics. This was a great class. I also taught Hermeneutics at the Master of 
Divinity level as well. Here are the moments teachers live for, seeing students 
coming into the room hungry to learn. I also taught Prolegomena for the second 
time at HTS. Some of the new courses I taught were Eschatology and half of 
Soteriology. Now with respect to Biblical Studies, along with Hermeneutics, I also 

taught Pentateuch and Old Testament History, Prophets, Acts and Pauline Epistles. In addition to these courses, I 
taught Ancient Church History. In each class, I enjoyed watching the students come in ready to learn and grow over 
the course of the semester.  
 
The teaching is only part of the work. Along with classroom preparation, which includes reading and research, there 
is the follow up with the student with grades and encouragement. Part of the job also includes administration. 

Dr. J.P Mosley, Jr., Professor Biblical Studies and Systematic Theology; Academic Dean and Registrar 
One Year Later 
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Life in the Office 
 
When I was younger, I dreamed of a job where there would be no 
paperwork. I have since discovered that job probably does not exist. 
I have cooked in restaurants, which includes paperwork. I have 
worked as a referee for sports and guess what? Paperwork. I have 
been a janitor, worked in factories, and even as a pastor of a church, 
I found paperwork. Making this new transition I knew there would 
be paperwork. This paperwork is seen with my responsibilities as the 
Registrar and Academic Dean of the Seminary. This paperwork is 
what I enjoy. To put this into perspective, I enjoy getting to help these men achieve their goals for getting a 
theological education. As Registrar, I am responsible for making sure each student is signed up for the classes 
they need each semester to eventually graduate with a degree. As the Academic Dean, I must make sure reviews 
of each course are submitted, each class has a professor for it, and each course is completed by the student 
prior to graduation. 
 
Along with classroom work, there is the responsibility to write for the catalog and the website. Then, there are 
the meetings with the staff and faculty. In this past year, we have met and have enjoyed our time together. I am 
deeply encouraged by what HTS is doing and the direction HTS is going. The direction is in the service of 
Christ as we serve the Church. 
 

Life in the Church 
 
Dr. Maynard Koerner informed me prior to accepting the 
position from the Board of Trustees that there would be plenty 
of times to help fill the pulpits of local churches. This was true. 
The first semester was slow, but things sped up in the second 
semester. With many of our churches experiencing pastors 
taking sabbaticals, I found myself filling pulpits almost every 
Sunday. These Sundays were great experiences as I was able to 
take along some of my children. We experienced true Christian 
love and hospitality at every church I was honored to help.  
 
Alongside these Sundays for preaching, Dr. Koerner and I also 

participated in two conferences in two RCUS churches. These conferences were a joy and, I trust, a great 
encouragement to the local churches. On the Sunday which followed, Dr. Koerner preached for them, and I 
taught Sunday School. We were warmly welcomed, and I really appreciated the fellowship with the brothers and 
sisters in these churches.  
 
Over the year, my family has been blessed tremendously. We made the move about a year ago. We are enjoying 
our new home, our new church home, and this new situation in life. It is our prayer that God would continue to 
grow HTS, His Church, and give rich blessing to my family. 
 

 
 

Every year we at the seminary pull out of our Sioux Falls station and make our way to a 
congregation or two to present a conference hosted by a church. This past academic year we were at Eureka 
Reformed Church in Eureka, South Dakota and Salem Ebenezer Reformed in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. The 
Eureka RCUS has been hosting an annual conference for over a decade and it was enjoyed by many who came 
from the surrounding communities of Eureka, Herried and Aberdeen, South Dakota, and Ashley, North 
Dakota.  
 

Rev. Hank Bowen, Adjunct Professor 
All Aboard the HTS Express! 
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The opening lecture by Dr. J. P. Mosley, Jr. was entitled 
“Understanding Titus 2.” He laid the foundation well for the 
conference giving an overview of the situation with Titus’ work on 
the isle of Crete and the Apostle Paul’s continued training of his 
student the pastor Titus on those things that would establish the 
congregation in sound doctrine. 
 
Following the evening lecture, Dr. Maynard Koerner presented the 
progress on the work of the seminary with the many students in the 
Philippines. There was great interest in this update as several of the 
churches represented have been supporting this endeavor and are 
thrilled with how the Lord is using HTS to build His church beyond 
our borders. 
 
The Saturday morning session opened with Dr. Koerner taking up the subject of “Understanding Local 
Catechetical Instruction According to Titus 2.” The thrust of this lecture was on nurturing the growth and 
development of members within the local congregation to be engaged in the process of learning of Christ together 
and in aiding each other in that process. He dovetailed this discussion with Ephesians 4:11-16 as a picture of the 
believer being equipped for the ministry of Christ to serve as members in a unified, strong church that was able to 
resist the influence of the world.  
 
I had the privilege of closing the Titus 2 Conference with a lecture entitled “Understanding Local Discipleship 
According to Titus 2” in light of the Great Commission. My focus took up the need to reach outside the church 
and recruit disciples for the Lord Jesus. It was stressed that while many put the stress on evangelism in Matthew 28, 
the force is on making disciples of which evangelism is only a singular part, the part of recruitment. To that end it is 
a necessary part of equipping the saints to train them in how to present the gospel to those outside the church and 
that methods like Evangelism Explosion can be helpful to that end.  
 
The overall theme of the Conference effectively laid out the importance for there to be a well thought out and 
engaging approach to moving members from being attenders to being disciples or students sound in doctrine 
within the church that the ministry of Christ would go forward as the Church militant in the world. 
 
 

 
This completed academic year had a significant change made to the budget. 
We added a second full time professor. With grateful heart we can say the 
Lord has provided for this need through the faithful giving of our 
supporters throughout 2020-21. The previous positive responses to the Fall 
Campaign and the End-of-Year Campaign have the seminary looking 
forward to the possibility of meeting goals approved by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
This is quite amazing considering the uncertainties we have seen with the 
Covid-19 pandemic. What a blessing it is to have supporters that are willing 
to share with the seminary during challenging times. It is encouraging that 
the patronage for the work of HTS has remained steadfast through this 
season.  
  

A new support program was launched this year to better connect with those who are willing to provide an annual 
gift to the seminary. PATRONS OF HTS will allow the seminary to plan on regular gift giving, which is beneficial 
for planning future financial needs. Please let us know if you would like additional information on this matter.  
More information on this is available on our website.  
 
We beseech your prayers and continued support in the mission of training pastors. May the words of Romans 10:14 
be a reminder to us all on the necessity of training preachers. “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?”    

Become a Patron! 


